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PREFACE. 



So many excellent sermons have been 
published, that it appears almost presumptuous 
to oflFer any addition to them. The writer, how- 
ever^ of the following discourses has not met with 
any small volume comprising the evidences of a 
Deity, and the Christian religion, with its principal 
doctrines and duties, at a price adapted to the 
means of persons in a more humble station of 
life. He trusts, therefore, such a work will not 
be considered as altogether superfluous. Plain- 
ness of style and language have been adopted, to 
render these discourses quite intelligible to those, 
for whose use they are principally designed. At 
the same time, it is hoped, they may not be 
wholly unacceptable to persons of superior 
education, and who may think them worthy of 
being read to their families on Sunday evenings. 



VI 



On this account, brevity has been consulted, for 
if a sermon on such occasions, much exceed a 
quaiter of an hour, the attention of the whole 
company can scarcely be kept up ; nor is it much 
to be wondered at, when it is considered, that 
the most convenient hour, and that usually allot- 
ted for the sermon, immediately precedes bed- 
time. Utility being much more the aim of the 
writer, than to gain credit for originality, he 
has not scrupled to boiTow freely from others, 
whatever appeared likely to promote this objecjt. 

That these humble endeavours may, through 
the blessing of God, tend to excite in careless 
persons a greater veneration for his holy name, 
and a more earnest attention to their eternal 
interests, is the sincere prayer of 

THE AUTHOR. 
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PSALM C. 3. 

THE LORD HE IS GOD, IT IS H^ THAT HATH MADE US, 

AND NOT W£ OURSELVES. 

Of all the important subjects that ever 
engaged the attention of mankindi that, 
of the existence of a God, is one of the most 
important. In it the dearest interests of 
every human being are involved ; it is the 
foundation of all our true consolation in 
this world, and of all our hopes of happiness 
in the next 

The endeavouring to prove, what surely, 
no man pos.'^essin r common sense can doubt 
seems almost an idle waste of time ; still, 
however clear^ however self-evident, a pro- 
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2 SERMON I. 

position may be, if we wish it to make a deep 
impression upon the mind, it seems neces- 
sary that our attention should be frequently 
called to it. '^The fool may say in his heart 
there is no God," but no reflecting person 
can believe him. Why ? because all nature 
proclaims aloud, that there surely is a God. 
Let a man turn up his eyes to the heavens, 
and observe the sun shining in glorious 
majesty, diffusing life, and light, and warmth, 
to all the inhabitants of this wondrous world , 
— ^let him survey the firmament bespangled 
with countless myriads of stars, — let him 
consider that very many of these resplendent 
objects are knonm to be immense globes like 
our earth, — that for thousands of years they 
have been in constant and most rapid mo- 
tionj* still never wearing out; never im- 
peding each other*s course j but proceeding 
with far greater regularity than the most 



• Our earth moves at the rate of 68,000 miles in an hout, 
and reroWes around the sun in exactly the same time every 
year, being 365 days, 5 hours, 48 min. 49 sec. — ^The proof of 
this great regularity in the movements of the heavenly 
bodies, is clearly shewn by an astronomer being able to cal- 
culate eclipses to a minute of time. 
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accurate clock work ; can we, then, possibly 
account for such stupendous bodies being 
first put into motion, and afterwards pre- 
serving such a beauteous order and regu- 
larity in their movements, unless directed 
by that great Being who maketh the clouds 
his chariot, and walketh upon the wings of 
the wind ? — Again, when we cast our eyes 
on the globe we inhabit, innumerable mark» 
of wondrous power are every where dis- 
played, and the most indubitable proofs of 
design are manifested by the nicest adap- 
tation of means to ends ; but design is no 
more conceivable without a designer, than a 
shadow without a substance ; an effect with- 
out a cause. When we examine a watch» 
we find in it a coiled elastic spring, which 
communicates motion through a series of 
small wheels fitting each other, and con- 
ducting the motion fix>m the fusee to the 
balance, and from the balance to the index, 
which accurately passes over a given space 
in a given time; now, I would ask, can any 
man in his senses be absurd enough to ima- 
gine, after such examination, that the watch 

B2 



4 8EBMON I. 

Was formed by chance, that the spring, 
wheels, fusee, balance, &c., had first of all 
made themselves, and then had, by . acci- 
dent, jumped into their respective places 
to form a watch ? — surely, no such absurd 
person could be found. We should all 
feel as confident .as we do of our own ex- 
istence, that the watch was made by design ; 
that it must havje had a maker who under- 

■ 

stood its construction, who arranged its 
several parte for the professed purpose of 
marking time. 

When we, then, survey the marvellous 
works in nature, and find ten thousand 
times more curious marks «of skill and design 
in them than in the works of man, are we 
not irresistibly led to the conclusion, that 
some great and intelligent B^ing must exist, 
a Being, infinitely superior to him in power 

and wisdom. • . . ' 

'* If we contemplate only the construction 
of a very small animal, what a cluster of 
contrivances does it exhi|;^it j^ — We have in- 
struments for eating, digesting, breathings 
propagation, running,* seeing, hearing, and 
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tsmelling ; and each quite dlff^i^ent from the 
rest Examine the trunk of a lai^Q ani- 
mal ; — observe the heart pumping^ at the4*ate 
of eighty strokes in a minute— one set of 
pipes carrying the blood away from it, 
another set bringing the fluid ^ack.to it 
again ; — the lungs, performing their office, 
viz., distending and contracting, and which 
motions cannot cease for a minute;— the 
stomach, exercising its powerful action and 
converting the food into nearly an unifwm 
substance, called pulp ; the finer parts of 
which are named chyle, resembling milk; 
this is taken up by myriads of minute vessels 
as small as hairs, and is ultimately dis- 
charged into a large vein and^ mixed with 
the blood, so as to convey nourishmei^t to 
every part of the body. Then we have the 
liv^ and kidneys, performing their respect- 
ive functions. These several operations, 
together with many others, are going on 
within us at one and the same time, and, in 
some instances, working for above one 
hundred years without failure. Take notice, 
also, how soft and tender many of the«e 

B 3 



6 8EBM0N I. 

parts are, bow much apparently exposed to 
danger from any injury to their substance, 
and then reflect, how firmly every part murt 
be secured, how carefully surrounded, how 
well tied down and packed together. 

** But the most astonishing and beautiful 
marks of contrivance and design are exhi- 
bited from the examination of even one 
single organ. Let us take the eye, for an 
instance. The eye is lodged in a strong 
bony socket, imbedded in fat, the substance 
best adapted to its repose and motion; it 
is sheltered by the eyebrow which, like a 
thatched penthouse, prevents moisture from 
the forehead from running down into it ; but 
it is still better sheltered by the lid which 
defends the eye, wipes it, and closes it in 
sleep. — Again, it is required that the eye 
should be kept constantly moist and clean ; 
and, we therefore, find a gland is formed, 
which secretes a fluid for the professed pur- 
pose of constantly washing it« Vision is 
efiected by means of an image formed at the 
bottom of the eye, and which, through the 
medium of the optic nerves, is conveyed to 
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the brain; how very wonderful, though, 
nevertheless, true ; a landscape, perhaps, 
embracing a tract of country covering an 
extent of twenty miles, is brought by the 
eye into a space of half an inch diameter ; 
yet the multitudes of objects which it con- 
tains, are all preserved and shewn in their 
several magnitudes, positions, and colours. 

"Further, we have a beautiful contri- 
vance for adapting the eye to different 
degrees of light, as also to the vast diver- 
sity of distance at which objects are viewed 
by the naked eye, viz. from a few inches 
to as many miles. In order to exclude 
an excess of light, and to render objects 
visible when there is only an obscure lights 
the hole or pupil of the eye through which 
the light enters, is so formed as to con- 
tract itself when there is too much light, 
and to dilate itself when there is too little. 
In considering the second contrivance, that 
for adapting the sight to different distances, 
we may observe, that no person can see ob- 
jects clearly through a telescope or persj)ect- 
ive glass, when placed at different distances, 

b4 
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T^itbout drawing out or pushing in some of 
the sliding tubes ; but by an exquisite ma- 
chinery in the eye,- it adapts itself to longer 
or shorter distances, and produces distinct 
vision^ not only without any trouble to the 
spectator, but even without his knowledge 
of the alteration that has taken place/' — 
How very marvellous are these contri- 
vances ! 

But thousands and tens of thousands of 
examples, as striking as these I have already 
mentioned, might be brought forward to 
prove the most consummate Wisdom, power, 
and design in the works of nature; — If, 
then, it was absurd to imagine, that a watch 
had not a maker, how infinitely more absurd 
would it be to suppose, that all these glorious 
works proceeded frbm chance, and not 
from design ! We are, therefore, irresist- 
ably led to the conclusion that an all-wise 
and omnipotent Being must exist. Can we 
then be more delightfully, can we be more 
profitably employed, than in studying the 
works of nattire? They only want to be 
contemplated; when contemplated, they 
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have every thing in them to ei|cite our awful 
admiration of the great Creator, apd to lead 
*us to all that is religious. . The"^ world itself 
becooves one grand temple, and continually 
disposes us to acts of adoration. We, 
then, cannot help crying out, with the 
pious Psalmist, '^O Lord, how manif9ld 
are Thy works! In wisdom hast thou 
made them all : The earth is full of Thy 
riches." 

But we should ever keep in mind, that 
as surely as a great and omnipotent Creator 
of the heavens and the earth do^ exist; so 
surely is our existence, our happiness, oier 
aUf in his hands. Does not, then, our com- 
man sense most clearly teach us, that we 
should, if possible, make friends with this 
awful Being ? that we should prostrate our- 
selves before him in humble adoration, be- 
seeching him to take us into his favour 
and protection ? that vi^ should most anx- 
iously inquire, if at any time, he had been 
pleased to make a revelation of his will to 
mankind? — ^and that if such a precious 
document could be found, we should be 

B 5 



10 9BRM0N I. 

most anxioiis to perase it, and use our 
utmost endeavours to obey every precept 
eontained in the sacred work ? — I say, our 
common sense leads us to do all this, and 
through the light of nature to understand 
and appreciate the glorious tidings con- 
veyed to us in the Bible. The veorks of 
God, and the word of God, when properly 
understood, must always ag^ree* How re- 
markably do the very first words of the 
Sacred Volume accord with and confirm 
the inferences drawn from an examination 
of the works of nature! ** In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth.'* 
And, again, ^ God made every living crea- 
ture, beast and cattle, and creeping thing 
of the earth.*' 

How very extraordinary, how unac- 
countable is it, though we are surrounded 
by the wonders of the creatibn, though we 
cannot turn oar eyes upon a single object 
in nature, however minute, which does not 
plainly evince the handy work of the 
Creator; yet are we nearly insensible to 
things which ought constantly to excite in 
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US oar most profound admiratioii and adora- 
tion. There is not one person in this room 
who has not had thousands of opportunities 
for reflecting upon these matters, yet^ I fear, 
that a proper use of them has been but 
seldom made. — ^Upon observing the glorious 
works in nature, we have rarely communed 
with our own hearts, and said — ^These are 
thy gl<mous works, O Lord ; — Thyself how 
wondrous then ! — ^it is Thou that madest the 
heavens and the earth, and idl things that 
are therein ; — ^in Thee we live, and move, 
and have our being ; — ^it is Thou who hast 
bestowed life, and food, and health, and 
raiment upon me; — it is Thou who hast 
exalted me far above every other living 
creature on the face of the .earth ; — ^it is 
Thou who ha3t g^ven me dominion over the 
whole of them. — ^ I will sing praises to my 
God while I have my being.'* Bless thou the 
Lord, O my soul. — I say, some reflections 
such as these onight frequently to arise in the 
mind of every reasonaUe being, — of every 
one who possesses the smallest share of 
common sense. But we must acknowledge 
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with sbame and confusion of face, that we 
have often been g^iilty of ivipardonable 
negligence in these matters,-?-^^ Thoagh the 
dull ox knoweth his owner, and the ass 
his master's crib," yet we have not kqown, 
we have not acknowledged, our great and 
unwearied Benefactor. 

In this discourse, it has been my 
endeavour to shew you, that a little 
reflection oa the wprks of nature > will 
assure us, even without the testimony of 
the Bible, of the existence of some great 
Being of marvellous power and wisdom, 
and that it is our interest, as well as our 
bounden duty, to pray to, and praise, this 
wondrous Being for all the mercies * be has 
bestowed upon us. 

How admirably do such reflections prepare 
us for the reception of the sacred Scriptures, 
and how fully do they confirm, what we had 
been taught to believe through the light of 
nature. But how very much is our love, 
gratitude, and veneration for the Supreme 
Being enhanced, by the joyful tidings con- 
tained in this precious Revelation. We are 
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not ouly told there^ that 'Uhe Lord he is 
Grody it is He that hath made us and not 
we ourselves;'* "that He preserveth and 
upholdeth all things hy the word of his 
power ;" but also, that He is our heavenly 
Father y and that we are his people — ^^and> 
" though we have sinned against the Lord 
our God," and are no more worthy to be 
called his children, — still is the Lord long- 
suffering, full of compassion, slow to anger, 
not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance. And that 
his love to man should be perfected, " God 
sent his only begotten Son into the world to 
be the propitiation for our sins, that we 
might live through himj" and that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. These are indeed 
glorious tidings for fallen man. " O, then, 
let us praise the Lord for his goodness, and 
for his wonderful works to the children of 
men." Let us most thankfully and heartily 
embrace his gracious offef of mercy through 
Christ, ever remembering that we can do 
all things through Christ, and without him 
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we can do nothing. Let us earnestly pray« 
that the stupendous manifestations of 6od*s 
power^ wisdom, and goodness, may make 
such deep impression on our minds, that 
we may remember the marvellous works he 
has done, his wonders, and his judgments ; 
so that we may believe in Him, fear Him, 
and love Him with all our heart, with all 
our soul, and with all our strength; and 
finally attain those everlasting joys promised 
to all who serve Him in true humility and 
purity of spirit. 
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II. THEss. y. 21. 

PROY£ ALL THINGS i BOLD FAST TBAT WBICB 18 GOOD. 

It was the object of my last discourse 
to shew, that the stupendous marks of wis- 
dom , power, and design; so universally dis- 
played in the works of nature, were sufficient 
to prove, to any person of common sense, and 
who gave his attention to the subject, that 
some wondrous Being must exist, who is the 
maker, the preserver, and the governor of all 
things ; and, as a matter of course, that our 
existence, our happiness, our all, were in 
his hands. Satisfied, however, as we are on 
these points, through the light of nature; 
there are still many others of vast impor- 
tance to mankind, respecting which, we never 
could have attained any certainty^ excepting 
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through the medium of revelation. This 
revelation, which it has pleased God in his 
mercy to bestow upon his sinful creatures, 
I now propose to consider; and a more im- 
portant subject for consideration we can 
indeed scarcely imagine. 

The Bible is the most ancient book in 
the world. It was not written at one time, 
or by one person, but consists of various 
parts, written at different times, and by 
different men. It is the source of all religi- 
ous truth and knowledge ; ** it is a light to 
our feet, and a lamp to our paths;'* it renders 
the way to eternal life manifest and clear. 
But before we advert to its doctrines and 
precepts, it may be proper to say a few 
words respecting its authenticity. When 
any good and important news is brought 
us, we in the first place very naturally ask, 
whether it be true? and if we are satisfied on 
this point, we then go on our way rejoicing. 

Now in respect to the Bible, one strong 
mark of its authenticity is, that many of the 
most learned and intelligent men of every 
age have believed it to be true. Sir Isaac 
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Newton, the greatest philosopher this or 
perhaps any other country ever produced, 
a man of extraordinary uprightness and in- 
dependence of mind, and who moreover had 
deeply studied the subject, declared, that, 
"we have more just reason for believing the 
Bible to be true, than for believing any his- 
tory that has been handed down to us;'' and 
it would be only wasting our time to enume- 
rate all the great and distinguished men who 
have afforded similar testimony to its truth. 

Now we must recollect, that the immense 
majority of mankind have neither sufficient 
learning nor leisure to investigate the truth 
or falsehood of any historical facts ; and 
their belief or disbelief most, therefore, neces- 
sarily depend upon the confidence they repose 
in the opinions of others, who are infinitely 
better qualified than themselves to judge of 
these matters. 

Again, we surely cannot suppose that bad 

men would write such a book as the Bible, 

condemning so plainly all sin; and especially, 

^when they could gain nothing by s|ich 

deception, but imprisonment, torture, or 
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death ; and good men would never have de 
ceived mankind, hy passing off an invention 
of their own as the work of God. Can any 
person seriousfy read the Bible, without 
feeling that it is a holy book, and that it was 
written by holy men, men who seemed con- 
stantly to have had the fear of God before 
their eyes, and the love of God always in their 
hearts ; men who were incessantly labouring 
to promote the best interests of their fellow 
creatures ? To suspect such persons of being 
impostors is absurd in the highest degree. 

These general observations .might be 
sufficient to satisfy most persons of the truth 
of the Bible; but as the subject is a most 
important one, and as in proportion to its 
importance must be our anxiety to be tho- 
roughly convinced upon this point, I shall 
offer a few more remarks upon it, and espe- 
cially upon the second covenant or gospel, 
which more immediately concerns us. 

Christianity, tlien, really appears to be 
founded upon a rock which never can be 
shaken. Allowing such a person as our 
Saviour to have existed ; allowing such per- 



SERMON II. 19 

sons as the apostles also to have existed; 
allowing them to have been honest men^ to 
have had the use of their senses, to have seen 
with their eyes and heard with their ears, — 
and surely these things cannot be called in 
question by any honest inquirer after truth ; 
it seems impossible to doubt the facts upon 
which the Christian religion rests. 

Who can reflect upon the wonderful and 
welUattested miracles of our Saviour, without 
exclaiming — surely this must have been a 
divine person ! *^ He cured the most obsti- 
nate diseases, He made the lame to walk, 
the blind to see, the deaf to hear: He 
cast out devils. He walked upon the sea. 
He even raised the dead to life again . These 
miracles were all wrought in open day, in 
the sight of multitudes of witnesses; many 
of whom were actually convinced and con- 
verted by them. Besides these, there were 
twelve men, the apostles, who were almost 
always about our Saviour's person, accom- 
panied him in his travels, heard all his dis- 
courses, saw all his miracles, and attended 
him through all the different scenes of his 
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life, death, and resurrection, till the time of 
his ascension into Heaven. They surely 
could tell whether a person whom they had 
known to be blind all his life had suddenly 
been restored to sight by our Saviour ; they 
could tell whether he did actually iu open 
daylight walk upon the sea, without sinking; 
whether a person called Lazarus, whom 
they were well acquainted with, and whom 
they knew to have been four days dead and 
buried, was raised to life again by Christ 
saying, ^^ Lazarus arise." Now these, and 
many other miracles, they affirm that they 
themselves actually saw performed by our 
. Saviour, and in consequence of their assert- 
ing the truth of his miracles and resurrection, 
they endured, for a long course of years, the 
severest labours, sufferings, and persecutiony 
and at last submitted to the most cruel 
deaths ; — all of which they might have easily 
avoided, if they only would have said that 
Christ was ttot the Son of God, that he never 
worked miracles, and never rose from the 
dead." Let us also reflect, that the conver- 
sion of the world to Christianity was not 
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only begun by these poor men, but that 
without money, without influence, without 
learning, they spread the Gospel with 
great rapidity, in spite of the most deter- 
mined and powerful opposition. How can 
we possibly account for such men as these 
prevailing against the prejudices, the talent, 
the power, the wealth, and the number of 
their heathen .opponents ? for their en- 
during with such determined courage, 
the most dreadful persecutions and tor- 
ments, nay for sacrificing* their very lives 
in the cause; except they had gone forth 
" in demonstration of the spirit and power" 
of God; except they had spoken the 
" words of truth and soberness ;'* except the 
religion they promulgated, had been indeed 
of divine origin. 

The reception of ^Christianity amongst 
the gentile nations was one of the most 
marvellous events in ancient history. — 
The Gentiles held the Jews in the greatest 
possible contempt, and yet, the very persons 
who went to preach the gospel amongst 



22 SERMON II. 

them, proceeded from this much despised 
nation. This gospel, too, commanded 
them to overthrow their magnificent temples 
and statues; and pronounced all the gods 
whom they had so long worshipped, to be 
false; and their religion vain. Would 
any one have imagined, that the labours of 
the poor missionaries who first preached 
it could have met with any thing but 
contempt amongst such a people? Yet, 
not only the lower orders of these Gentiles, 
but their most learned and intelligent men, 
though they at iirst strenuously opposed 
Christianity, ultimately embraced it them- 
selves. Now these learned Gentiles were 
men of as good intellectual powers, and as 
competent to judge of its trulli pr falsehood, 
as the most able men of the present day : 
nay, more so; for having lived so near 
the times of the Apostles, they were better 
able to detect any untruth in their state- 
ments, ^ to appreciate more accurately their 

* It is worthy of remark here, that no writer in the 
Apostles^ days ever ventured to question their veracity. 



SERMON II. 23 

characters, and more fully to investigate 
the proofs on which the new religion rested. 
What could, then, have induced them to 
embrace it, except a thorough conviction 
of its truth ? 

We may further consider, that Christianity 
is, at this moment, the religion of all the 
most civilized and enlightened nations ; that 
numbers are, from the extraordinarv success 
of the missionaries, daily flocking to its 
standard ; and that the period seems to be 
approaching, when the whole world will be 
brought to the knowledge of a Lord and 
Saviour. 

But, strong and convincing as are the 
external evideQces of the truth of the 
Christian religion, the internal evidences 
are equally remarkable. These have been 
called, the self-evidencing light and power 
of the Bible. Nothing is more plainly or 
more frequently announced in it, and in 
opposition to the wisdom and vanity of 
this world, than the complete alienation 
and worthlessness of man in reference to 
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God. Every one who has paid the least 
attention to the sacred writings, well 
knows, how numerous are the passages 
which declare that, the natural man has 
not the fear of God before his eyes, nor 
the love of God in his heart; that his affec- 
tions are not set upon heavenly, but upon 
earthly, things. We read, " The heart of the 
sons of men is full of evil, and madness in 
their heart, while they live ;'* — " The heart 
of man is deceitful above all things.'* Now, 
if any man will honestly commune with, 
and thoroughly examine, himself, will he 
not candidly declare, that the Bible gives a 
just representation of the state of his own 
heart, however extraordinary it may appear, 
that such should be its state? And, in- 
deed, it is most marvellous, that man 
should evince such forgetfulness of his God, 
such complete indifference to that Great 
Being, from whom he derives his very 
existence, who has enriched him with all 
his faculties, and whose right hand up- 
holds him continually: that, man too. 
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who could not for all this world's wealth' 
insure his life for one single hour ; who is 
tottering on the brink of eternity ; who is 
in continual danger of falling, from diseases, 
accidents, &c. ; whose longest life is but a 
span, and who, at last, but rarely attains old 
age; that this frail and perishable being 
should make this world his idol, should upon 
it place all his thoughts, hopes, fears, and affec- 
tions, is passing all belief; still every day's 
experience proves it to be true. Can we pos- 
sibly designate such conduct by any other 
name than madness ? How just, then, is the 
observation of scripture, that '' madnesses in 
the hearts of men." 

All in this world is changing and un- 
certain. Where can wc rest ? Where can 
we fix our feet and say, this will never sink 
under me, this will abide for ever ? " All 
flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as 
the flower of the field; the grass withereth, 
and the flower thereof falleth away, but the 
word of the Lord endureth for ever." 
^Heaven and earth" says our Saviour, 
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** shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away.'* 

Again^ how repeatedly are we told ia 
scripture, that a man must undergo a spiri- 
tual change, that he must be born again , 
before he can have a true relish for heaveoly 
things, before he can form a just estimate of 
their value, before he can worship God in 
sincerity and truth, before he can really lead 
a holy and religious life. It is written, ** the 
natural man receiveth not the thiogs of 
God;'* why? "because they are spiritually 
discerned;" and that "no man cometh to 
the Saviour, except the Father draw him." 

These seem indeed hard sayings ; but are 
they not true? Will any one pretend to say, 
that the generality of the world are living 
agreeably to the dictates of reason and com* 
mon sense ? Common sense teaches them 
it is their bounden duty, as well as interest, 
to love and obey God ; instead of this, they 
only love this world and its commandments. 
We are not, indeed, satisfied with ourselves ; 
we feel, we know, we are serving mammon 
instead of God ; but " we find a law in our 
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members, warring against the law in our 
minds, and bringing us into captivity to the 
law of sin." 

AH experience, then, shews us, that reason 
alone can never enable us to serve God 
truly; and this is precisely the doctrine 
taught in the New Testament, and in no 
other book. When a man finds, on se- 
rious and candid self-examination, that 
the very thing which is now opening 
upon his own conviction has been clearly 
andrepeatedly stated in his Bible; is it sur« 
prising, that he should feel a respect for a 
volume which tells him what no other 
volume ever told him ; and that he should 
believe, that it must have proceeded from that 
6i*eat Being, to whom all hearts are open, 
and from whom no secrets are hid ? 

How very probable is it, also, that a 
religion so manifestly tending to purify and 
exalt human nature, and to promote the 
happiness of man, should have proceeded 
from the fountain of all goodness. The 
happiness of man, indeed, was the sole 
object of our blessed Saviour's ministry; 
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and it neyer has been denied, nor ever 
be denied by any person of soond mind, that 
the happiest man is the Christian who tmly 
believes and adheres most closdy to the d<K> 
trines and precepts of his religion. Where, 
but in the Bible, is to be found an antidote 
to the various crosses of this life ? Where 
so sweet a balm to the wounded spirit? 
Where so potent a cordial to the despond- 
ing mindy when borne down by the loss of 
all that is valuable on earth, by the contempt 
and ill usage of others? When the icy 
hand of death is pressing upon the sick 
man — ^when the pleasures and honours of 
this life are fast fading before his eyes— 
when the g^ve appears to be yawning for 
his mortal body, — can the words of man ap- 
pease his troubled soul ? — can they speak 
comfort to his heart at such an hour ? No ! 
But the words of revelation can dart a ray of 
joy across the soul, even during such a try- 
ing time. They aUme can blunt the sting of 
death ; they ahme can give that peace which 
passeth all understanding. Thousands of 
Christians have borne witness to the un^ 
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speakable consolatioa derived from the 
Bible in seasons of distress ; they have ex- 
claimed with David, '^ unless thy law had 
been my delight, I ' should have perished in 
mine a£9>ictions ;'' and I believe I may truly 
add, that no sincere Christian ever applied 
earnestly to the throne of grace in vain. 

We have, then, every reason to conclude, 
that a religion so wonderfully propagated, so 
prevalent, and still prevailing, so admirably 
suited to the wants and frailty of man, and 
so peculiarly adapted to promote both his 
temporal and eternal interests, mtist have 
emanated from the God of Truth, the Great 
and Benevolent Author of the Universe. If 
any one should still retain an evil heart of 
unbelief, O let him fear that sin has hardened 
his heart, has blinded his eyes, so that he 
cannot see the things which belong to his 
everlasting peace. Our Saviour says, ** this 
is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light;'' why? '^because their deeds 
are evil." O ! let us, then, earnestly pray to 
God, that none of us may ever fall into 
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this fearful condemnation. Let ns beseech 
Him to break that fatal enchantment which 
biiids down our affections to earthly things, 
and which our reason teaches us compara- 
tively to despise. Let us intreat Him so to 
purify our hearts by the inspiration of his 
Holy Spirit, that his word may ever be dear 
to our soulsi that it may produce in us the 
fruit of good living, and that, finally, through 
the mediation of our blessed Lord and 
Saviour, it may bring us to an everlasting 
and heavenly inheritance. 



SERMON III. 



I. TIM. I. 15. 

THIS IS A FAITHFUL SAYING, AMD WORTHY OF ALL 
ACCEPTATION, THAT CHRIST JESUS CAME INTO THE 
WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS. 



Having, in the preceding sermon, given 
such reasons as I trust would convince any 
person of common sense, and whose eyes 
were not blinded by sin, of the truth of the 
Christian reh'gion, I shall now proceed to 
consider some of its doctrines and precepts ; 
and no text in the whole Bible is of greater 
importance than the one I have selected for 
our present consideration. 

What more joyful tidings could have been 
imparted to every son of fallen Adam, than 
thaf Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners/' The apostle speaks with no 
hesitation on the matter ; he declares that it is 
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^faithful saying, one which is most undoubt- 
edly true, one which is entitled to full credit. 
This doctrine is, indeed, so frequently laid 
down in the New Testament that we cannot 
possibly disbelieve it, without disbelieving 
the Bible itself. But, for our better un- 
derstanding the importance of the subject, I 
shall consider, in the first place, our lost state 
as sinners; and secondly, the nature and 
character of Jesus Christ. 

We are told, in the scriptures, that ** all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God," and that '^ if we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us ;" and what man, after seriously 
communing with his own heart, will venture 
to say that he has never sinned against God's 
commandments in thought, word, or deed ? 
'^ Who can say I have made my heart clean, 
I am pure from sin." Many persons, indeed, 
are unwilling to confess their sins, or even 
their common faults. Thousands of excuses 
are framed to free themselves from blame- 
How often do men flatter themselves, that 
they are in a safe state, because th^y see 
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numbers of others as bad or worse thau 
themselves? Should any of their neigh- 
bours be more vicious than they are, they 
exclaim, '^ Thank Gidd, I am not as these 
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers ;" and 
thus, in the pride of their hearts, they sire 
perfectly satisfied with themselves, crying*, 
** Peace, when there is no peace/' 

Nothingcan be more absurd or unchristian'- 
like than to exult, and fancy ourselves righ- 
teous, because we may nut have been guilty 
of some particular vice into which our neigh* 
bour has fallen. Ought we not to consider, 
that this is the true pharasaical spirit which 
our Saviour so decidedly condemned; and 
though we may not have exactly committed 
this very sin, yet may our hearts be just as 
far from God, and our salvation quite as re- 
mote, as that of the person we are so ready 
to condemn ? 

But these are sad and dreadful delusions ; 
1 call them dreadful, because they inevitably 
lead to dreadful consequences. As long as 
a man is aware of danger, he may possibly 
avert it j but if he proceeds in fancied secu- 
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rity^ when there is a lion in the way, he 
must assuredly be destroyed. It is indeed 
most remarkable, that men should fancy 
themselves safe in spiritual matters, because 
they have numbers on their side, as the 
scriptures repeatedly warn us against follow- 
ing a multitude to do evil ; and our Saviour 
himself tells us, that there are many more 
who follow the broad road, than the narrow 
way which leads to eternal life. So far, 
then, from feeling satisfied with ourselves, 
when we have numbers on our side, we 
ought to take alarm instead of comfort, 
and suspect that we may be walking in that 
road which leads to destruction. 

But all these delusions arise from our fol- 
lowing the commandments of men instead 
of God ; from comparing our own conduct 
with that of our fellow-creatures instead of 
the holy laws of our Maker. — For when we 
search our Bible with an bumble and devout 
spirit, and thoroughly examine ourselves by 
these holy laws, we shall soon discover how 
oft we have offended in thought, word, and 
deed ; we shall frankly acknowledge that the 
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heart of man is deceitful aboye all things, 
and fall of evil ; we shall confess that *^ we 
have sinned against the Lord our God, we 
and our fathers, from our youth even unto 
this day/' Such, then, is the real state of 
man by nature, and a more awful state 
cannot possibly be imagined j for it is writ- 
ten^ that ^* the Lord is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity." The Lord is far from the 
wicked ; their sins have separated them and 
their God, and ** woe unto them" (saith the 
Lord) "when I depart from them.'* "In- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, 
shall be upon every soul of man that 
doth evil." Many more texts might be 
quoted, denouncing the wrath of the Al- 
mighty against sinners ; but these are quite 
sufficient to shew the dark, melancholy, and 
fearful condition of every child of Adaiti j 
the despondency and despair which must 
have filled every human heart ; had it not 
pleased God in his mercy to send his beloved 
son to be a propitiation for our sins. But 
here we have a glorious light springing up 
in the midst of darkness — " the Sun of 
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Righteousness has arisen with healing in his 
wings." — "This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners." Here 
is our rock, our hope, our defence, our refuge* 
What atonement can man make for past 
sins? He can never undo what has once 
been done; as well might he attempt to 
recall the past year. 

But for the better understanding of our 
obligations to our blessed Saviour, and his 
ability to make intercession for us, I shall 
now proceed to consider his nature and 
character. The holy scriptures inform us, 
that he was the Son of the living God. He 
himself tells us, that He is the only begotten 
Son of God, — ^**He is the word, who was in 
the beginning with God and was God," — 
" By him were all things created that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible," — He is the way, the truth, and 
the life ; " the resurrection and the life, who 
giveth grace, and peace, and eternal life." — 
When the fulness of time was come, God 
our Father sent forth this great and wonder- 
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ful Being to be the Saviour of the world ; 
and to fulfil the mystery, God was manifest 
in the flesh. ^'The word was made flesh, 
and dwelt amongst us.*' He laid aside his 
glory, and came down from heaven, and was 
found in fashion as a man. He submitted 
^' to bear our infirmities, to become a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief." "Christ 
has suffered for our sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us to God.*' He was 
wounded for our transgressions; he was 
bruised for our iniquities ; " who his own 
self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we being dead to sin, should live 
unto righteousness; by whose stripes we 
were healed ;*' and,to crown all,for our sakes, 
he suffered a most cruel, lingering, and ex- 
cruciating death. " We were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
but with the precious blood of Christ, who 
was fore-ordained before the foundation of 
the world, but was manifest in these last 
times for us, who by him do believe in God.'' 
Who can ponder over these things in his 
heart, without exclaiming, *^ Blessing, and 
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honour, and glory, and thanksgiving, and 
wisdom, and power, and might, be unto our 
Grod, and unto the Lamb for ever." What 
unbounded love, what a depth of humiliation 
did not our Saviour exhibit ? The Creator 
condescending to become a creature; the 
Lord of All sojourning and suffering in a 
house of clay ; — and for what purpose ? To 
save sinners ; to save those who had broken 
his laws, who had despised his government 
and who were constantly abusing those gifts, 
which in his mercy and long suffering he 
was still continuing to them. To these very 
sinners does he offer pardon and peace ; he 
opens to them a way of escape ; he offers to re- 
deem them from the curse of the law; to pluck 
them, as brands, out of the fire ; to save them 
from the dreadful consequences of sin, from 
the temptations of Satan, and from the bitter 
pains of eternal death. But the blessed 
Saviour's love does not end here. He came 
not only to make atonement for our guilt, to 
procure pardon for our sins ; but also to re- 
store us to God's favour, to make us children 
of grace, and, finally, inheritors of the king- 
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dom of heaven. Is it possible, then, for any 
human being to be so utterly devoid of all 
feeling ; for any heart to be so totally divested 
of all gratitude ; as to be insensible to the 
mighty obligations, which the whole human 
race lie under to Jesus Christ ? 

Of all the events that ever happened since 
the creation of the world, the coming of our 
Saviour was the most important. Of all the 
glorious news that ever was imparted to 
mankind, nothing can be compared to that 
of the birth of a Saviour. Well might the 
Angel exclaim, " Behold, I bring you tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people ; 
for unto you is born this day a Saviour 
which is Christ the Lord." A Saviour, too, 
who is '* both able and willinof to save to the 
uttermost, all those who come to God through 
Him." 

If ever there was " a saying worthy of all 
acceptation;" if ever there was a saying 
most gratefully to be received by every 
child of fallen Adam, and treasured up in 
his remembrance, — it is this, "that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners."^ 
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Every person is deeply interested in this 
great salvation, for the gospel is commanded 
to be preached to every creature. Christ 
invites '' aU who labour and are heavy laden 
to come to him for rest" — all, who sensible of 
the burthen of their sins fly unto him for help 
— none are excluded, saving those who ex- 
clude themselves by an evil heart of unbelief. 

But, my brethren,, we must never forget 
though this salvation is offered to every man, 
all will not be the better for it. Why? 
Because all are not inclined to receive it on the 
terms on which it is offered. Christ is the 
author of eternal salvation to those only who 
obey him. " If ye keep my commandments,*' 
says he, " ye shall abide in my love." They 
must not only call him Lord, Lord; but 
must do the things which he says. If, then, 
we lead a careless or wicked life — if we 
neglect the means of grace and the com- 
mands of God — if we confess we are sinners? 
and yet take no pains to amend our ways 
— the gospel offers us no hopes of salvation. 
To such persons the death of Christ is no 
blessing ; they are amongst those to whom 
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He observes, '' Ye will not come unto me, 
that ye might have life." 

But how truly awful is the condition of 
those who reject their Saviour's gracious 
offer of salvation. The Bible plainly de-^ 
clares, that there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must 
be saved, saving that of Jesus Christ. Can 
we, indeed, for a moment suppose, that the 
mighty Son of God would have left the 
glories of Heaven — would have condescended 
to take upon him the nature of man — would 
have led a miserable life, and suffered a 
more miserable death; but that he well 
knew, if sinners were not reconciled to God 
through Him, there was no other possible 
escape for them, no other refuge from the 
wrath of an offended God; but that their 
punishment in the next world would be of 
the most terrible and durable description ? 
So that the greatness of our Saviour's sacri- 
fice may convince us of the greatness of the 
punishment of those who despise the saU 
vation offered unto them. 
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Let me then observe, in conclusion, that 
this great salvation has reached your ears — 
has long been known to every one here pre- 
sent. Jesus Christ has come into the world 
to save sinners — to save you — to bring you 
to everlasting life. He laid down his life 
for your sins — for your offences. How then 
have you received this "faithful saying?" 
Have you considered it as worthy of all 
acceptation ? Has it excited in your breasts 
lively emotions of joy and. gratitude ? Has 
it been really dear to your hearts? Have 
the thoughts of it been uppermost in your 
minds ? 1 am confident that there is not a 
person in this room who will not acknow- 
ledge that this is the way in which we all of 
us ought to have received it. But have 
we thus received it ? or have the poor, perish- 
ing vanities of this world, so blinded our 
eyes to heavenly things, that we have received 
this "saying'* without pleasure, without 
gratitude, without interest, without being at 
all affected by it? I fear, my brethren, 
however lamentable it may be, that too 
many of us have heard these joyful tidings 
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Vfitik indifference ; and may it not be attri- 
buted to our being insensible to the danger 
that awaits the sinner without a redeemer ? 
Tell a sick man of a sure remedy against his 
disorder^ and he will readily listen to you, 
because his life is in danger; but if you 
mention a remedy to one who thinks himself 
well, he will be careless about it, and it is 
not unlikely that he will forget it altoge- 
ther. This is the case with a great number 
of persons. They who lay heavenly things 
to heart, that know, tlmtjeelf that they are 
sinners, gladly hear, and receive, and re- 
member, and obey, the terms of salvation ; 
but those who feel not the misery of sin, and 
its consequences, are perfectly indifferent to 
the glorious news contained in my text. If 
any of you should be in this sad case, I pray 
God, that it may not be thus always with 
you, but that you may be awakened to a 
sense of your danger ; that, by the influence 
of the Holy Spirit your eyes may be 
opened to your true condition; your un- 
derstandings so enlightened by heavenly 
wisdom, that you may know that you 
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are sinners, and in the utmost need of a 
Saviour. 

To those whose eyes are opened to their 
danger, who are fully sensible of their lost 
condition, and are crying out, ^ what shall I 
do to be saved ?" how truly acceptable must 
the words of .my text be. How cheering, 
how delightful, must be the intelligence, 
that " Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners.'' Such persons may indeed 
take comfort from these glorious tidings. 
They well know, ** He is faithful who has 
promised." They are assured all humble 
and truly penitent sinners '^ shall, through 
Jesus, find rest unto their souls." Be 
their sins many, they shall be forgiven. 
^ Be they red as crimson, they shall be as 
wool." " They are washed, they are sancti- 
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of God;" and "He will present 
them holy and unblameable, and unreprove- 
able in the sight of God." 
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ACTS IV. 12. 

*♦ NEITHER IS THERE SALVATION IN ANY OTHER ; FOR THERE 
IS NONE OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN AMONG 
MEN WHEREBY WE MUST BE SAVED.»» 



This is the declaration of St. Peter, when 
filled with the Holy Ghost, respecting our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Mind, — he was 
speaking under the immediate inspiration 
of God, when he declared, in the most plain 
and intelligible language, that man could 
not possibly be saved, excepting through 
the mediation of Christ. 

It seems almost impossible for a be- 
liever in the scriptures to have any doubts 
upon this subject, or to attempt setting up 
any other mode of salvation j and it would 
appear only necessary for us to consider 
what is the nature of this salvation, and on 
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what terms it is offered to sinful man? 
Yet, as attempts have been made to ^' lay 
another foundation than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ/' I shall endeavour to 
shew, how very strongly many other parts 
both of the Old and New Testament confirm 
the apostle's declaration in my text. The 
Old Testament is the very oldest known 
book in the world, and some parts of it were 
written some thousand years before the 
coming of our Saviour ; in it we shall find 
very striking typical allusions to some great 
Being who was to make atonement for the 
sins of mankind by the shedding of his 
blood. In the 17th chapter of Leviticus it 
is said, " Whatsoever man there be of the 
house of Israel, or of the strangers, that 
sojourn amongst you, that eateth any man- 
ner of blood : I will even set my face against 
that soul that eateth blood, and will cut him 
off from among my people." Now, mark 
the reason that is given for this prohibition. 
" For the life of the flesh is in the blood ; 
and I have given it to you upon the altar, 
to make an atonement for your souls ; for it 
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is the blood which maketh an atonement for 
the soul." 

If we tarn to the 16th chapter of Leviti- 
cus, we shall find that, yearly, daily sacri- 
fices were appointed to be ofiered for the 
people; every oflfence was to be expiated 
by a sin offering. It was not enough that 
the ofiender should confess his sin and be 
sorry for it ; but he must bring a bullock, a 
lamb, or a turtle-dove, whose blood was to 
be shed for an atonement. In short, the 
whole Jewish law teaches most plainly, that 
an atonement was required for sin, and that 
'^ without the shedding of blood is no remis- 
sion.'' Again, the Israelites were forbidden 
to draw nigh to God, except through the 
mediation of their high priest, and dreadful 
threatnings were held out to those who pre- 
sumed to approach and worship God in any 
other way. We find it, then, most clearly 
established, that in the very earliest times 
sinners could only have access to God in om 
way ; viz. through amediator and the shedding 
of blood. Now, we can scarcely imagine, that 
the offering of innocent animals could make 
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any real atonement for sin. Indeed St« 
Paul sets this question at rest ; for he obi- 
serves, that the freqvent offering of the Jew- 
ish sacrifices shewed that they did not 
*^make the comers thereunto perfect,'' for 
then, he asks, would they not have ceased 
to have been offered ? Because the worship- 
pers once purged, would have had no more 
conscience of sins; but in these sacrifices, 
there is a remembrance again made of sin 
every year." And he afterwards adds, that 
^' it is not possible that the blood of bulls 
and of goats should take away sin." If this 
be the case, if the death of animals could not 
of itself take away sin, what end did it an- 
swer? The most rational answer surely is, 
that the blood of the numberless animals 
which were slain, was typical of the blood 
of Christ ; that these sacrifices were intended 
to represent the great sacrifice of the '^ Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world," — 
'^ The Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world." Hence, also, future ge- 
nerations might observe, that it had always 
been the design of God, when the fullness 
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of time was come, to send our blessed 
Saviour into die world. We are, indeed, 
expressly told, that *' the law wm a shadow 
of good things to come;" and St. Paul de- 
clares, that ^* even Christ, our Passover, is 
sacrificed for us." 

The Old Testament, then, seems clearly 
to point out a mediator who was to shed 
his blood for our sins, and through whom 
alone we could approach God in an accept- 
able manner. But these truths, which were 
then seen afar off, are brought nigh unto us. 
In the New Testament, besides the words 
of my text, numerous are the passages which 
distinctly shew that there is only one way of 
salvation. ** We can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth us ; and with- 
out Him we can do nothing." ^' He is the 
way, the truth, and the life, who giveth 
grace, and peace, and eternal life." '^ Jesus 
is the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world, a lamb without blemish 
and without spot." " There is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all." 

i> 
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Very many more passages might be 
quoted, but these surely are quite suflScient 
to shew that man can have no scriptural 
hopes of salvation but through Jesus Christ. 

Still, however clear this may appear to 
us, there are persons who seem to think that 
they can mend God's work, and are desirous 
of mixing their own fancies with the funda- 
mental principles of the gospel. Some 
assert, that we may be saved by woiks alone ; 
others, by a compound of works and faith ; 
others, that every man should be saved by 
the law or sect which he professeth, so that 
he be diligent to frame his life according to 
that law, and the light of nature. 

But, in such matters, we ought surely to 
be guided by what God, and not what man, 
says. Where do we find it stated in the 
scriptures, that future happiness will be the 
lot of those who have observed their moral 
duties ? If so, there are other saviours, 
there are other mediators, and the assertion 
made in my text, by St. Peter, when filled 
with the Holy Ghost, must be a falsity. 
This is, indeed, removing the offence of the 
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cross, by removing the cross itself. We 
must, then, believe, that the beloved Son of 
God, the only begotten son of the Father, 
the brightness of his glory, and the express 
image of his person, in whom dwelleth all 
the fullness of the Godhead bodily, — that 
this great and glorious Being came down 
from heaven, lived a most miserable life on 
eaith, submitted to the greatest insults and 
indignities, and finally suffered a most igno- 
minious and cruel death, merely for the sake 
of teaching men their moral duties. But let 
us hear what scripture says on the subject. 
^* God sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, to be a propitiation for oar sins, that 
we might live through Him ; and that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life." This is, indeed, a 
very different account of the matter. There 
is no intimation given here, ^that we should 
be saved by the observance of our moral 
duties, or in any other way than through 
Christ. In respect to those nations who 
are totally ignorant of the Christian religion, 
they possibly may be judged by the light of 
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nature, and according to their works, but 
of their future condition we know no- 
thing. We are, however, quite sure, that 
God will deal justly with them. But to us 
the Gospel has been preached ; it has been 
given to us as our guide ; and woe be unto 
us, if we do not follow its directions. In a 
matter of such immense importance as our 
salvation, we cannot be too cautious, least 
we should blend some of our own reasonings 
upon the subject, with what is laid down in 
the scriptures, and thus form a kind of com- 
pound which may be most injurious to our 
eternal interests. St. Paul, as well as 
being an inspired writer, was a man of 
considerable learning and intelligence. He 
well knew, and declared, that ^' great was the 
mystery of godliness;'" but so far from re- 
jecting it on that account, or attempting to 
preach any other mode of salvation, he says^ 
" I determined not to know any thing 
among you saving Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified ; and my speech and my preaching 
was not with enticing words of man's wis- 
dom i but in demonstration of the spirit and 
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of power; that your faith should not stand 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of 
God." 

Let us, then, take example from this 
eminent Christian, and if we find some 
things hard to be understood, let us take 
especial care, that we do not " wrest them 
to our own destruction." That we should 
be saved by our works appears to be neither 
scriptural nor reasonable. Can we really 
imagine, that the few good works we can 
perform during our short existence on earth 
can possibly entitle us to eternal happiness ; 
more especially, when we well know that 
the motives from whence these good works 
proceed, are seldom, if ever, perfectly pure? 
Let us, then, utterly renounce them as a 
means of salvation, and determine, with St* 
Paul, to know nothing but Christ crucified. 
The Christian cannot, dare not, look at 
everlasting happiness without, at the same 
time, holding in view the cross of Christ. 
The language of the true believer is this, — 
Has God, in his mercy, ofiered his Son to be 
my Saviour ? I most thankfully embrace 
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this offer. I receive Christ as my only 
Saviour. Bat the salvation, by faith, in 
Jesus, has been sometimes objected to, as 
making the road to Heaven wide and easy, 
and as giving countenance to immorality of 
life. If faith, say they, will save us, there 
will be no gre^t diflSculty in obtaining 
eternal life, for there is no great difficulty in 
believing. But, surely, such persons must 
have read the scriptures in a most idle and 
careless manner to hold such opinions. If 
faith were merely to give credit to the facts 
and doctrines taught in scripture, to believe 
would be certainly an easy work. But 
what says St. James? ^' Know, O vain man, 
that as the body without the spirit is dead, 
so faith without works is dead also.*' And 
St. Paul tells us, " Without holiness shall 
no man see the Lord." But a lively, a 
saving faith, includes a holy life, and we are 
repeatedly told, in the scriptures, that we 
cannot lead this holy life without faith in 
Jesus, and the assistance of the Holy Spirit. 
Let us ever remember, that while through 
the precious blood of Christ there is full 
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forgiveness provided for sin; it is for sin 
confessed, lamented, and forsaken, to which 
this forgiveness will really be granted. — 
Christ has not died to save us in our 
sins, but^om them. None bat the truly 
penitent will have an interest in his 
atoning sacrifice; none, indeed, but the 
truly penitent, and who feel their lost state 
without assistance, will earnestly apply to 
Him for pardon. 

Let us ever keep in mind our blessed 
Saviour's own words, that " without me ye 
can do nothing.*' He alone can give us a 
true faith — He alone can enable us to pro- 
duce good fruit — He alone can secure our 
salvation. 

Remove but an all-sufficient Saviour from 
our belief, and it would be like removing 
the sun from the natural world. Darknest^ 
and terror would surround us; it would 
be but small comfort for a sinner to believe 
in a God infinitely holy, just, and powerful, 
and who hates iniquity, did we not know 
of some mediator by whom he might be 
appeased when ofiended. But, blessed 
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be God, he has not left us in this 
condition, he has sent his Son, his only 
beloved Son, to be our mediator, to be our 
peace«*maker, with Him. He has obtained 
for us, that a sincere repentance shall be 
received, instead of our perfect obedience ; 
that our earnest endeavours to please God 
shall be accepted j and that, through faith 
in his blood, our past sins shall be pardoned. 
1 trust that 1 have now satisfactorily 
proved to you, that from the first entrance of 
sin into the world, there has been but one 
way of salvation for sinners ; but one way 
in which they could approach and worship 
God with acceptance. Let me, then, be- 
seech you to remember, that without an 
interest in his blood there is no remission. 
Faith in Christ and salvation are inseparably 
joined together ; but ^* faith cometh by hear^ 
ing, and hearing by the word of God.** The 
reading and hearing of the word of God are 
the means usually blessed for producing 
faith in the heart. Let us, then, be diligent 
and earnest in the discharge of these duties, 
—let us pray for faith, — let us pray that we 
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may have g^ce to believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, — ^let us be earnest, be importunate, 
in asking for this gift, our salvation depend- 
ing upon our procuring it ; and, for our 
comfort, we are assured, ^'that all things 
whatsoever we ask in prayer, believing, we 
shall receive." 
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HEBREWS II. 3. 



HOW SHALL WE ESCAPE, IF WE NEOLECT SO GREAT 

SALVATION? 



The salvation proclaimed in the gospel 
to sinners is, indeed, a great salvation. 
Happy would it be for mankind, if the 
reception which it meets with in the world 
were proportioned to its importance; if they 
made it what it, surely in reason, ought to 
be, their first, their most darling object of 
pursuit. But, alas, in every age, numbers 
have rejected this salvation. Eager only 
after their worldly concerns, after their 
several schemes of profit or amusement, 
w hen bidden to the marriage supper of the 
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Lamb, they have refused to come, and with 
one consent have begun to make excuse, 
** one going* to his farm, another to his mer- 
chandize/* &c« To such thoughtless, fool- 
ish persons, my text forcibly speaks. It 
plainly tells them, that if they continue to 
live in neglect of this invitation, they must 
be lost, ruined, and undone for ever; no 
hope, no probability of escape remains to 
them. In what a truly awful state are we 
then placed, if we harden our hearts against 
the warnings of God; if we wilfully shut 
our ears to the glorious tidings of the 
gospel. That this may not be your unhappy 
case, let me exhort you ever to remember 
who it is that offers us these glorious tidings. 
It is He who was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father. It is He "to 
whom give all the Prophets witness,*' that 
"through his name, whosoever believeth in 
Him shall receive remission of sins.*' It is 
He to whom all power in heaven and earth 
is given, — who is appointed to be the 
"Judge of all men," — who will one day 
appear in the glory of the Father with his 
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holy angels, when '^all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice and shall come 
forth^' to receive from Him an unalterable 
sentence of happiness or misery. When 
we reflect, then, for a moment, on the power 
and majesty of this great Being, when we 
consider the tender mercy He has shewn to 
sinful man in becoming our Saviour, when 
we are assured of our entire dependence 
upon Him as our Judge, and that from his 
judgment there is no appeal, — we must at 
once see, that it is not only our bounden 
duty, but our very highest interest, to accept 
most gratefully his terms of salvation. The 
Almighty has given to us his holy law, to be 
the rule of our conduct, to teach us how we 
ought to act, both towards God and man. 
But we have despised his law, we have 
broken his commandments, ^'we have left 
undone those things which we ought to have 
done, and we have done those things which 
we ought not to have done." We have not 
" loved the Lord God with all our hearts,*' 
nor "our neighbour as ourselves.*' We 
must, therefore, all plead guilty before 
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God. We must acknowledge our numer* 
ous offences against his Divine Majesty in 
thought, word, and deed ; and we must feel 
ourselves to be in the utmost danger of that 
eternal death which he declares to be the 
just reward of sin. Still, though we have 
broken the divine commands, and are utterly 
unable to make satisfaction for past offences, 
there is one, and only one, way of escape 
left The Lamb of God is that way. He is 
our refuge, our hope, our strength. He 
came into the world for the professed pur- 
pose of saving sinners. He bore the punish- 
ment due to us as transgressors, and He 
now invites us to receive this gpreat salvation. 
How eagerly does the drowning man look 
around him for assistance* How anxiously 
does he catch at a helping hand. How 
readily would he give even every thing he 
possessed to be saved from sinking. But, 
in how much more perilous, in how much 
more piteous, a state is the sinner placed. — 
Constantly in danger of sinking into the 
gulf of eternity, of meeting an offended God, 
of suffering most dreadful punishments; 
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ought be not to be infinitely more anxious 
tban the drowning man for help, for a guide 
to conduct him through the dark valley of 
death, and to lead him to the regions of 
eternal bliss? The ^ sting of death is 
sin.'* *Tis the dread of punishment that 
n^akes the dark valley so terrible to hu- 
man apprehension. Could we but rid our 
minds of all fears on this head ; could 
we be sure that our sins were forgiven, 
we should hail death as a friend in- 
stead of an enemy, — ^we should consider 
the day of our death as the most fortunate 
one in the whole course of our existence : 
well knowing, that we should then enjoy 
what we never in this world have enjoyed ; 
real and unmixed happiness. But our 
blessed Saviour has promised to take away 
this sting — to free us from the dominion of 
sin — to cleanse our hearts by the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, so that we shall take 
delight in doing the will of God, and in 
leading a holy life. This change cannot be 
effected by man. All the force of education, 
all the powers of reason, all the reproofs of 
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conscience, have repeatedly failed in en- 
abling men to lead holy lives. Nor can we, 
indeed, be surprised at this, as scripture most 
positively assures us, that ^we must be born 
again, that we must be renewed in the spirit 
of our minds," and that the power of God 
alone can work this change in us. 

There are many persons who have acted 
either in public or in secret, in a manner 
which their reason and conscience decidedly 
condemn ; they are fully aware of their guilt 
and folly; they feel that they are madly 
sacrificing both their temporal and eternal 
interests to the gratification of some evil 
passion. Yet, so great is their infatuation, 
so closely are " they tied and bound by the 
chain of their sins," that they persevere in 
their mad course, till no room is left for 
repentance, and, at last, they drop into the 
horrible pit prepared for the devil and his 
angels. 

Some travellers inform us, that the rattle- 
snake has the power of fascinating small 
animals ; it fixes its eyes intently upon any 
little bird that may happen to come near it. 
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which thus becomes so stupified that it is not 
able to use its wings for flight, but flutters 
and hops around the snake in a circle* till 
at last it falls into his ravenous jaws. In a 
very similar manner does the old serpent 
fascinate men ; they are so enticed, so spell- 
bound by some object of temptation, that 
they feel unable to flee from it, they cannot 
help approaching it, though well convinced 
that by so doing, destruction both to body 
and soul awaits them. How truly lament- 
able is the condition of such persons. They 
see the imminent danger they are in, and 
still have not resolution enough to avoid it. 
Dreadful, however, and hopeless as their 
case appears, the gospel holds out to them a 
remedy. If, when in private, and during 
times of serious reflection, and every sinner 
must have moments of serious reflection, he 
wi 1 fall down on his knees confessing his 
utter unworthiness and helplessness ; if he 
will repeatedly and earnestly intreat his 
Saviour to deliver him from the bondage of 
sin, and to renew a right spirit within him ; 
if he will pray in sincerity to be delivered 
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from temptation, and use his utmost en- 
deavours to avoid it; as surely as the 
Christian religion is true, so surely will 
such a person have help from above, so 
surely vi^ill he be enabled to subdue the evil 
propensities of bis heart, and so surely will 
he finally become an inheritor of the king- 
dom of heaven. 

This, indeed, may well be styled a great 
salvation; but how shall we escape if we 
neglect it ? The ffospel is represented in 
scripture as the richest display of mercy to 
fallen man. It was because ^' God so loved 
the world, that He gave his only begotten 
Son, that we might live through him/' — 
Having manifested in such a wonderful 
manner his exceeding great love for us, has 
he not a right to expect that we shall be 
most grateful for it ? Shall we regard such 
love with indifierence and contempt ? Shall 
we say, by our conduct at least, if not with 
our lips, that we set it at nought ? Though 
the Father calls to us by a voice from 
heaven, we will not hear ; though the Son 
tenderly speaks to us from the cross, we will 
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not listen; though the Spirit graciously 
pleads in our hearts, yet we will not obey. 
Such is, indeed, the language of those who 
refuse this great salvation ; but, in what an 
awful manner does the Almighty address 
such persons, '^ Because I have called, saith 
the Lord, and ye refused : I have stretched 
out my hand, and no man regarded ; but ye 
have set at nought all my counsel, and 
would none of my reproof: I also will laugh 
at your calamity, I will mock when your 
fear cometh." '^ Then shall they call upon 
me, but I will not answer ; they shall seek 
me early, but they shall not find me : for 
that they hated knowledge, and did not 
choose the fear of the Lord. They would 
none of my counsel, they despised all my 
reproof; therefore, shall they eat of the fruit 
of their own way, and be filled with their 
own devices/' Let me, then, beseech you, 
as you value your immortal souls, to take this 
subject into your most serious consideration. 
Are any of you chargeable with the folly and 
wickedness of neglecting this salvation ? It 
requires no very difficult examination of your 
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views and conduct to reply to this question. 
Have you taken pains to examine the 
truth, the value, and the excellence of the 
gospel ? Are your minds deeply impressed 
with your utter need of an interest in the 
atoning blood of a Saviour, and in the sane* 
tifying influence of the Holy Spirit ? Have 
you really confessed your sins with an hum- 
ble, lowly, and penitent heart ? Have you 
earnestly prayed for forgiveness of them in 
the way taught ** by Him who speaks to you 
from Heaven?'* Have you honestly and 
conscientiously performed the duties of your 
respective stations ? Have you carefully 
avoided all evil company, and all persons 
and places that might lead you into tempta- 
tion ? Have you really " been labouring for 
that meat which endureth unto everlasting 
life ?" Do heavenly things engage the first 
place in your thoughts ? If, my brethren, 
such have been your scriptural views, such 
your Christian conduct, happy are you 
indeed: you shall enjoy that peace which 
passeth all understanding, and in the world 
to come life everlasting. 
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But to those who have hitherto neglected 
this great salyation, I would say a few 
words in conclusion. Let me earnestly ex« 
hort you to flee to your Saviour without loss 
of time. Let me repeat, that without divine 
help man cannot live a Christian life. He 
may perceive his folly and guilt in neglecting 
the gospel ; but, power to perform what he 
knows to be right, he wants, and this power 
must be given him from above. Remember 
the shortness and uncertainty of this life. 
Remember, also, that though the Lord ** is 
long suffering, and gracious, and slow to 
ang^r,'* yet the scriptures clearly shew his 
patience may be exhausted. O consider, 
then, 'Mn this your day, the things which 
belong to your peace, before they are hid 
from your eyes,'* that " to-day, while it is 
called to-day, ye may not harden your 
hearts.*' Let the awful warning, " How 
shall ye escape if ye neglect so great salva- 
tion,'' be last in your thoughts on your lying 
down, and the first in them on your rising up, 
** O see that ye refuse not Him that speak- 
eth" — no longer shut your eyes to the truth — 
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lay hold of the hand stretched out to save 
you> and ** so shall an entrance be ministered 
unto you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ." 
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Luke xi. 28. 



BLESSED ARE THEY THAT HEAR THE WORD OF GOD, AND 

KEEP IT. 



Happiness is the universal aim of man- 
kind. There is not a human being existing 
on the face of the earth who does not wish 
to be happy — all are in eager pursuit of it, 
still, how very few find it. And why ? 
Because they have false notions of happiness, 
and seek it where it is not to be found. 

It appears most extraordinary, that this 
should be the case with men enjoying the 
light of the Christian revelation ; for our 
Saviour himself clearly points out the road 
which leads to blessedness or happiness. 
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He says, " Blessed are they that hear the 
word of God, and keep it," ** blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst after righte- 
ousness;" but man says, blessed are tho^e 
who seek after riches and find them ; blessed 
are those who hunger and thirst after the 
good things of this world. Now, when 
man sets up his own opinions in opposition 
to those of his Maker, when he follows the 
devices and desires of his own heart instead 
of the commandments of God, when in 
pursuit of happiness he follows quite a differ- 
ent road to that pointed out to Him by his 
Saviour, is it to be wondered at, that he 
should be punished for his folly, and that he 
should ultimately find, he has been pur- 
suing a road ending in nothing but vexation 
and misery ? If sad experience did not 
prove the fact, we should scarcely imagine 
it possible, that men should disbelieve Him 
who is " the way, the truth, and the life ;" 
and that they should esteem themselves 
better judges of the road which leads to 
happiness, than the Great Being who made 
them, and who laid down his life for their 
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sakes. in considering' this subject more 
particularly, I shall endeavour to shew, in 
the first place, that the schemes usually 
formed by men for attaining happiness end 
in vexation and disappointment; and, in 
the second place, that it is only to be 
attained by pursuing that way described by 
our blessed Saviour. Ask men, who are 
happy ? and the general answer will be — 
the great, the rich, those who have plenty of 
money, and who spend their lives in plea- 
sure and enjoyment. 

In all times, men have entertained false 
notions of happiness. Consider the case of 
Judas. He thought, no doubt, that thirty 
pieces of silver would much contribute to his 
happiness. In hopes of the great enjoy- 
ment he should derive from these riches, he 
betrayed the innocent blood of his master. 
But what was the result ? He no sooner 
had got possession of these riches, than the 
advantages he promised himself from them 
vanished. He was strack with remorse 
and despair, and went out and hanged him- 
self. It may, however, be said, that the 
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wealth of J udas was acquired by the dread- 
ful crime of murder, (for we can hardly 
consider it in a more favourable light,) and, 
therefore, it was not probable he should be 
happy. Still, he clearly imagined at the 
time that he should be so, or he never would 
have been guilty of so great a sin. Neither 
can riches themselves, whether honestly or 
dishonestly acquired, ever give true happi- 
ness. Solomon affords us the most striking 
example of the vanity of riches, and of all 
the pleasures they can procure for man. 
He makes the following observations on 
the subject: — "I said in my heart, go to 
now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore 
enjoy pleasure. I sought in mine heart to 
give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine 
heart with wisdom; and to lay hold of 
folly, till I might see what was that good 
for the sons of men which they should do 
under heaven all the days of their life. I 
made me great works, I builded me houses, 
I planted me vineyards, I made me gardens 
and orchards, and I planted trees in them of 
all kinds of fruit. I got me servants and 
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maidens, and had servants bom in my 
house ; also I had great possessions of great 
and small cattle above all that were in 
Jerusalem before me. I gathered me also 
silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of 
the kings and provinces. I gat me men- 
singers and women-singersy and the delights 
of the sons of men, as musical instruments, 
and that of all sorts : and whatsoever mine 
eyes desired, I kept not from them. I 
withheld not my heart from any joy." 
Now, if the good things of this world could 
have conferred happiness upon any man, 
surely Solomon was that man. No human 
being that ever existed possessed a greater 
abundance or a greater variety of them. 
What a striking lesson has he afforded to 
the world! and how useful a one, too, if 
men would only take warning from the 
experience of others. Here was a man who 
enjoyed riches, honors, power, and self- 
indulg^ncies to the utmost extent ; the very 
things most men are greedily pursuing with 
a view to happiness j yet so for were they 
from affording even peace of mind, that he 
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solemnly declared they all ended in ^^ vanity 
and vexation of spirit." 

We must recollect, too, that this was not 
the exclamation of a vreak man, not the 
reflection of a man unable to form an accu- 
rate judgment, but that it proceeded from 
the M'isest and most able monarch that ever 
sat upon a throne. It is not, however, 
necessary, in support of my argument, to 
have recourse to such ancient examples. 
Every man's own experience assures him, 
of the vanity of all worldly pleasures. I 
would appeal to any one in this room, who 
makes this world his idol, his God, — ^who 
sets his affections upon earthly things — ^who 
labours only for the meat which perisheth, I 
would ask him, are you really happy ? and 
I feel confident, if he speaks the truth, he 
will say, no. 

At the same time, I by no means think of 
denying that worldly things afford pleasure 
to men. There is often pleasure in gaining 
honours and riches — in the indulgence of 
the passions and appetites — in attending 
scenes of gaiety and merriment. I do not 
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wish to nndCTvalae woiidly happiness; I 
will allow it at times to be great. But let 
us consider to how many interroptions and 
disappointments it is ever liable, — how often 
the body is afflicted with pain, — ^how fre- 
quently the mind is harrassed with grief, — 
how surely all sinful pleasures leave a sting 
behind them, — how rarely the attainment of 
the objects which we have long set our 
hearts upon, yields us that pleasure we ex- 
pected from them. These are all serious 
drawbacks to human happiness; but the 
most important consideration of all is its 
perishable nature. No art of man can 
make the joys of this life lasting. In the 
midst of feasting, of laughter, and jollity, 
when the soul is saying to itself, eat, drink, 
and be merry ; we may be seized by some 
racking pain, some terrible disorder. Then 
those very things, which a moment before 
gave us so much pleasure, will, (so far from 
doing it now,) become hateful to us. The 
stomach will loathe the most delicate and 
delicious food ; the ear will no longer relish 
the sound of mirth, nor even the most de- 
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li^htful and animating music ; the eye will 
become insensible to the charms of beauty ; 
the limbs, which perhaps had just been dis- 
playing the greatest vigour and activity, 
cannot now even support the tottering 
frame. What a sudden, what a sad, change 
from joy to sorrow! Yet, I am by no 
means supposing an impossible case. — 
Thousands have experienced this unhappy 
change. Thousands have gone forth in the 
morning, full of spirits and health, confident 
of happiness, and of spending a most joyous 
day ; but, alas, ere the evening had closed, 
some awful calamity, some dire misfortune, 
has befallen them ; and, in a few short hours, 
those bosoms, which lately were filled with 
joy have become the seat of misery and 
despair. 

But we will suppose a man's enjoyment 
in this world to be as great, as durable, as 
possible ; that he shall experience no pain, 
no sickness, no trouble, no anxiety ; i)ut that 
his life shall be a perpetual round of pleasure. 
Still he well knows a time must come, and 
that shortly too, when those pleasures will 
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cease; a day is approaching when he will 
be deprived of every worldly enjoyment} 
when he will be removed to a place whither 
he cannot carry one single earthly treasure. 
He well knows, also, that the abundant 
possession of worldly enjoyments, so far 
from furthering his interests in the life to 
come, so far from advancing him in the 
kingdom of heaven, is the very thing of all 
others the most likely to seduce him from 
his duty to his God, and to shut him out for 
ever from those blessed mansions of eternal 
bliss. With such reflections as these, and 
the most careless man in existence must, at 
times, reflect upon his future prospects, how 
can such a person be called happy? how 
can he enjoy peace of mind ? No. If he 
possess but common sense, he must exclaim 
with Soloman, ** All is vanity and vexation 
of spirit." 

Having now shewn that the roads usually 
followed by men in pursuit of happiness 
only lead to disappointment, I shall proceed 
to consider the way pointed out by our 
blessed Saviour for attaining it. ** Blessed,'* 
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says He, *^ are they that hear the word of God, 
and keep it." Viz., blessed are those who 
lead a holy and religious life. Now, if a reli- 
^ous life was a most painful and melancholy 
one; if we were commanded to abstain 
from every worldly pleasure, to deny our- 
selves every comfort, to spend nearly the 
whole of our time in fasting and prayer, to 
undei^o the most severe penances, still 
might our Saviour exclaim with the greatest 
truth, ^ Blessed are those who hear the word 
of God, and keep it/' Where is the man 
who would not willingly endure one hour's 
suffering for the sake of ten thousand years 
of uninterrupted happiness? And the dura- 
tion of the life of the oldest man, as com- 
pared with eternity, cannot be estimated, 
even at a moment. 

Could we, then, ensure a never-ending 
state of bliss for, comparatively speaking, a 
moment's suffering, might we not justly be 
considered as fortunate and happy men ? 

But, blessed be God, he has not ordained 
us to a miserable existence on earth. He 
has allowed us every pleasure consistent 
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with our trae happiness in this world ; he 
has only debarred us those indulgencies 
which would be most prejudicial to our best 
interests; and if we would but go in the 
path of his commandments, if we would 
follow the footsteps of our Lord and master; 
if we would put away from us all pride, 
envy, hatred, and uncharitableness ; if we 
would be kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as we 
hope for Christ's sake to be forgiven ; in 
short, if we loved the Lord our God with all 
our heart, and our neighbour as ourselves, 
then should we be blessed, then should we 
be happy in this world. Who has so much 
reason to be happy as the true Christian ? 
He not only enjoys, like other people, all 
the comforts and innocent pleasures of this 
life, but he feels that the great and almighty 
God, the Creator of all things visible and 
invisible, is his friend, nay more, his father, 
his reconciled father, through Christ. He 
knows the Lord's people are his chosen, his 
beloved, that they are the temple of the 
living God, and that he has promised to 
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d^well in them. It is impossible for any, 
but those who have experienced them, to 
imagine the comfort and joy felt by the true 
believer, in seasons of holy contemplation, 
i^hen pouring out his whole heart in prayer 
and thanksgiving, when reviewing the mer- 
cies of God to him, when anticipating the 
glories which await him after he shall be 
received into the mansions of eternal glory. 
He seems to be carried by the Spirit above 
this lower world, to hold converse, as Adam 
did, with his heavenly Father, and, in short, 
to be allowed a foretaste of heavenly joys. 
The pious Christian must, indeed, undergo, 
as other men, the various crosses and tempta- 
tions of this life ; but, how wonderfully is 
he supported under them. - The Lord God 
has said to him, ^^ My strength is sufficient 
for you, and ye shall not be tempted above 
that ye are able.'' What a glorious 
assurance is this! May not the man to 
whom this gracious promise is made, be truly 
styled a happy man. He will go on his 
way rejoicing, and when the days of his 
pilgrimage are drawing to a close, he will 
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be ready to exclaim with the pious Psalmist, 
** Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 
Thou Lord art with me, thy rod and thy 
staff comfort me." 

Such is the happiness experienced by the 
true Christian, even in this life; but who 
can tell of the joys, the everlasting joys, 
awaiting him in the world to come ? For 
** eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive, the things which God has prepared 
for them that love him." 

I have now shewn you, my brethren, the 
true and only road to happiness, and the 
folly of seeking it in any other way, and I 
verily believe you are all, in your hearts, con- 
vinced that you ought to follow it. But the 
question is, will you follow it ? It is, indeed, 
no easy task to walk in the narrow way 
which leadeth unto life ; our own experience, 
as well as our observation on the conduct of 
others, assures us of this fact. The world, 
with all its allurements and corrupting 
example, is constantly estranging our hearts 
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from God and heavenly thingps : the flesh is 
ever lasting against the spirit, and seducing 
us into the indulgence of our corrupt 
passions. Whoever, therefore, attempts, in 
his own strength, to lead a holy life, will in- 
evitably fail. Let us, however, never forget, 
that our blessed Saviour came down to save 
us from the dominion of sin, and that He 
has solemnly assured us, without Him we 
can do nothing ; but his grace is sufficient 
for us, and we can do all things through 
Christ, who strengtheneth us. O, then, let 
me beseech all those whose consciences tell 
them they are not in a safe state, let me 
beseech them, as they value their own hap- 
piness, either in this world or the next, to 
pray earnestly for that strength from above 
which can alone enable them to attain it, 
and which is promised freely to all who seek 
it, in true sincerity of heart. This precious 
gift being granted, they will then surely 
enjoy " that peace which passeth all under- 
standing," and feel fully sensible, that how- 
ever great their earthly blessings may be, 
they only are truly blessed " who hear the 
word of God, and keep it." 
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SERTANTS, BE OBEDIENT TO THEBf THAT ARE YOUR 
MASTERS ACCORDING TO THE FLESH, WITH FEAR 
AND TREBffBLING, IN SINGLENESS OF YOUR HEART, 
AS UNTO CHRlSTi NOT WITH EYE-SERYICE, AS MEN- 
PLEASERS, BUT AS THE SERYANT8 OF CHRIST, DOING 
THE WILL OF GOD FROM THE HEART t WITH GOOD 
WILL DOING 8ERYICB AS TO THE LORD, AND NOT 
UNTO MEN. 



The Almighty disposer of all events, has, 
in his wisdom, been pleased to separate man- 
kind into various classes, and to place them 
in different situations in this present life ; 
and to each of these different situations the 
Holy Scriptures attach several highly im- 
portant duties. This being the case, we are 
bound,asChristians,to attend to these several 
duties, and to use our utmost exertions to 
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discharge them with zeal and fidelity. Our 
conduct must be regulated by the precepts 
of the gospel, or we can have no well* 
founded hopes of salvation. We may pro- 
fess to adore our God and Saviour, to believe 
in the Christian religion, to love long and 
frequent prayers, yet neither our professions, 
nor our faith, nor our prayers, will avail us, 
except we also " do the will of our Father 
which is in heaven.'* This being an un- 
doubted scriptural truth, it surely becomes 
every man earnestly to inquire, how he may 
best perform the several duties of that station 
of life, in which it has pleased God to place 
him ? The apostle in my text, particularly 
addressing himself to servants, has laid down 
very clear directions for their conduct, and 
taught them how they might discharge their 
duties in a way pleasing to God, and pro- 
fitable to their own souls. 

In the following discourse, we will con- 
sider, first, the obedience required by St. 
Paul from servants to their master; secondly, 
the true and proper motive for that obedi- 
ence; and lastly, the encouragement held 
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out to all good and fiuthfbl servants. St 
Paul, not only in my text, bat in many 
other parts of his epistles, exhorts all servants 
to be strictly obedient to their masters. In 
his jfirst epistle to Timothy, he says, '^ Let 
as many as are under the yoke count their 
own masters as worthy of all honour, that 
the name of God and his doctrine be not 
blasphemed;" and in his epistle to Titus, 
he saySf '^ Exhort servants to be obedient to 
their masters, and to please them well in all 
things, not answering again, not purloining, 
but shewing all goodfidelity." We here find, 
that it is the bounden duty of every Christian 
Hervant to be obedient, diligent, honest, and 
careful, and respectful to his master and 
mistreRS. They are required, at aU times, to 
shew the same zeal and diligence in attend* 
ing to their concerns, the same fidelity to 
their interests. It matters not whether the 
master's eye be upon them ; they are not to 
** serve with eye service, as men pleasers," 
** but as the servants of Christ, doing the will 
of God from the heart/' Should their mas- 
ter's commands be harsh and difficult to be 
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executed, still, instead of complaining and 
setting about them with ill humour, it is the 
servants' duty to obey with readiness, and to 
execute them to the best of their power j for 
St. Peter says, " Be subject to your masters 
with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, 
but to the froward, for this is thanksworthy, 
if a man for conscience-sake, towards God, 
endure grief, suffering wrongfully." 

There are, indeed, certain cases in which a 
servant would be fully justified in disobeying 
his master ; these are, when his commands 
are contrary to the commands of God. If a 
servant should be required to be guilty of 
falsehood, of dishonesty in transacting busi- 
ness, to break the sabbath by unnecessarily 
attending to his worldly callings, or in any 
other way to transgress the laws of God, he 
should disobey his master, using the words 
of St. Peter, ** We ought to obey God rather 
than man." But as the Almighty com- 
mands you to obey your masters, in all things 
that are not contrary to your duty to God, 
the servant who resists, resists not only man, 
but also God. Difficulties and hardships. 
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and severe trials of tempers, will, no doubt, 
frequently be encountered by every servant 
who endeavours to discharge his duty with 
that strict fidelity and honesty required by 
St Paul; but we must recollect, that the 
Christian's life is always represented in 
scripture as a constant warfare, — << The flesh 
frequently rebelling against the spirit." 
Our Saviour says, ** that the way is narrow, 
and the gate strait^ that leads to heaven," 
which clearly shews, that we must expect to 
encounter many difficulties before we can 
have a reasonable hope of admittance. 

If we met with no crosses, no vexations, 
no hinderances in our path of life, we should 
have great reason to fear that we were walking 
in the broad road which leadeth to destruc- 
tion. The situation of a servant ia this 
country (especially of those in gentlemen's 
families), may be considered as a favoured 
one ; you live in a land of liberty — ^you are 
allowed not only to choose your places, but 
also to change them, if you think you are 
hardly or unjustly treated by your masters ; 
wholesome food, comfortable clothing, and a 
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moderate portion of rest^ are afforded to 
stlmost every servant. Whilst all other 
classes of people have felt the pressure of 
severe taxation, and have been growing 
much poorer ; you have been totolly free 
from all these burdens, and have been grow- 
ing richer. Within the last fifty years men 
servants* wages have been more than 
doubled, and their comforts very much 
increased, though their work has remained 
just the same. 

But are you sensible of these blessings, 
are you grateful to God for having so com- 
fortably provided for you, whilst nnmVbrs of 
your fellow-creatures are pining in want and 
wretchedness, with scarcely a morsel of food 
to put into their mouths, a rag to cover their 
nakedness, or a hut to shelter them from 
the weather ? Have you shewn your grati- 
tude, by discharging to the very best of your 
power, the duties of the station in which God 
has placed you ? Have you taken the same 
care of your master's property as if it were 
your own ? Have you been as industrious 
and attentive to his concerns, when out of 
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his sight, as when he was present ? Have 
yoa been patient and respectful under re- 
proof, sorrowful for your faults, and anxious 
to do better in future ? Have you really 
studied to please your master and mistress 
well in all things? and, lastly, have you 
performed all these duties heartily, as unto 
the Lord, and not unto men ? 

The mutual agreement between master 
and servant, and what is of infinitely more 
importance, the commands of God, require 
these duties to be performed by you ; yet, I 
fear, in many instances, they have been 
grievously neglected. Are there not some, 
who so far from honouring and respecting 
their masters, are the first to abuse them, on 
the slightest provocation ; and others, who 
^' answer again" in the most improper man- 
ner, even when their own consciences accuse 
them of deserving reproof? Are there not 
purloiners, who pilfer any small matters they 
think will not be found out ; who, without 
their master's knowledge or consent, dispose 
of some part of his property? they say to 
themselves, such trifles will never be missed ; 
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at any rate my master can very well aAnrd 
to lose them. How many senrants leave 
their places for the most frivolous reasons ; 
a rebake, though well deserved, for some 
negligence, — a foolish quarrel widi a fellow- 
servant, — have induced some to quit a situ- 
ation, where, on the whole, they may have 
been kindly treated, and lived comfortably 
for many years. How often have servants 
been tempted to leave a good place, with 
the hopes of gaining in another, one or two 
pounds more a year, an extra coat, or a 
prospect of a little more idle time. Having 
these advantages, how rarely do they inquire 
if frequent opportunities are allowed for 
private and public worship ? if the sabbath 
be kept holy in the family? whether any 
care be taken to promote the eternal interests 
of the servants ? so little do they think of, or 
respect, the precept of their Saviour, •* Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God." I would not 
have it here understood, that it is unlawful, 
or improper, for a servant to change his place, 
provided he has good reasons for so doing. 
Masters may be quite as much to blame 
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as their servants; they may impose such 
hard labour upon them, as may seriously af- 
fect their health — they may treat them in a 
veiy harsh and unjust manner — ^they may 
constantly be finding fault with even really 
good and industrious servants — they may 
allow them such wages, as, according to the 
custom of the country, are very dispropor- 
tionate to their work. In all such cases no 
doubt a servant would be quite justified in 
quitting their servioe ; but let him consider 
well before he takes such a step, — let him 
reflect, that if he does find some things un- 
comfortable and unpleasant in his present 
place, he may find others equally so, or pos- 
sibly worse, in another, — ^that wherever he 
goes he must expect some trouble, some 
vexations, some trial of temper, — and that 
every change that he makes lessens his pro- 
bability of procuring a desirable situation. 
Let him rest assured, that neither higher 
wages, an extra coat, nor a more idle life, 
will contribute to his temporal, much less to 
his eternal, happiness, — nay, they will not 
even give him contentment; experience 
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clearly proves this to be the case. When 
the rate of wages was only one half of what 
it is at present, when the work was quite as 
laborious, and the lodging, clothing, and 
living of servants, were very much worse, it 
is well known they very rarely quitted their 
places. Since their condition in all these 
respects has been vastly improved, their ten- 
dency to change, and discontent, has cer- 
tainly increased. 

I would here add another caution to ser- 
vants, and particularly to young ones, who 
have seen little of the world. They are very 
apt to imagine themselves fit for any situa- 
tion that may offer ; they are often ignorant 
of the duties required of them, and yet are 
foolish enough to ask just as high wages as 
those who have had ten times more expe- 
rience, and who thoroughly understand their 
business. The natural consequence of such 
conduct is, that they are soon turned away, 
with a character very unlikely to procure 
them another desirable place. To avoid this 
evil, a servant should remember, that it is 
not what a man thinks of himself, but what 
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others think of him, that is of importance to 
his well-doing in life ; self is by far too 
interested a person to be consulted on such 
occasions, and will generally g^ve bad coun« 
sel. Let a young person, then, seek the ad- 
vice of an old steady servant, who will be a 
far better judge of his qualifications, and of 
the wages he ought to ask, than himself. 
Lastly, I grieve to say, there are to be found 
servants who glory in their shame, who feel 
no remorse, — no sorrow for their idleness, 
waste, or theft. Instead of consulting the 
scriptures, to know what God requires at 
their hands, their thoughts, words, and ac- 
tions, are governed by a set of idle profligate 
companions, who live without God in the 
world, and who say in their hearts, " Depart 
from me, for I desire not a knowledge of 
thy ways." Terrible is the state of such 
persons — how can they possibly hope for 
salvation. I trust every one here present 
has too strong a sense of religion to be 
affected by such bad examples j but we are 
all liable to be led into temptation. It be- 
comes us, therefore, to watch and to pray, 
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lest we follow the commandments of men 
instead of the commandments of God. 

I beg you to remember, that the holy 
scriptm-es have been the sole foundation of 
this discourse. That line of conduct has 
been shewn you, which a servant must pur- 
sue, if he be anxious to obey the will of God; 
if he be concerned about his everlasting 
happiness. Perfection, indeed, is not to be 
attained in this world, and it would be 
highly unreasonable in any master to expect 
a faultless servant j but every one who looks 
for salvation through the blood of Christ, 
will, through the grace of God, earnestly and 
sincerely strive to follow the rules which the 
Almighty has been pleased to lay down for 
his conduct. If he transgresses these rules, 
he will pray, through his Saviour, for for- 
giveness, and shew, by his future conduct, 
that he really and truly repents of his trans- 
gression. St. Paul says, " Whatever ye do, 
do it heartily as unto the Lord, and not unto 
men." You are then commanded to per- 
form all the duties of good servants, not as 
men-pleasers, not for the sake of higher 
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wages, not principally for the sake of a good 
character from your earthly master, bat firom 
a higher niotiFei because you are the servants 
of Christy and as such are bound to obey the 
will of God from the heart. When you 
meet with hardships and trials, remember it 
is for Christ's sake that you endure them, 
who for your sake endured the suffering of 
the cross. The encouragement held out to 
all faithful servants is great, — ''They shall 
receive the reward of the inheritance, for they 
serve the Lord Christ.** I pray you, then, to 
strive to enter the strait gate. The period 
is fast approaching when all must appear, 
when all must answer, at their Maker's dread 
tribunal, for any neglect of their Christian 
duties. '' The night of death is coming on, 
when no man can work.'' 

Think not yourselves safe because you 
may be acting as well as those around you, 
''Broad is the road which leadeth to des- 
truction, and many there be that pursue it." 
Do not presume, that God is merciful and 
therefore will excuse you. He commands 
all men to repent, to " turn from their evil 
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ways/' and ^' walk in newness of life/* if 
they hope for salvation. May God, of his 
infinite mercy, g^rant, that we may all so 
discharge our several duties in this life, that 
through the mediation of our Lord and 
Saviour, we may hear his hlessed voice say- 
ing unto us, ^ Well done, ye good and faith- 
ful servants, enter ye into the joy of your 
Lord," 
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EPHESIAM8 IT. 31, 32. 



LET ALL BITTERNESS, AMD WRATH, AMD ANfiER, AMD 
CLAMOUR, AND EVIL SPEAKING BE PUT AWAY FROM 
YOU, WITH ALL MALICE. AMD BE Y£ KIND OME TO 
ANOTHER,T£NDER«EARTED,FORGnnMG OME ANOTHER, 
EVEN AS GOD FOR CHRIST'S SAKE HATH FORGIVEM YOU. 



The words of my text, mark the difference 
between a Christian and an unchristian tem- 
per, between a faithful follower of Christ, and 
a merely nominal professor of his religion. 
Forgiveness of injuries is taught only in the 
Christian religion; in no other religion, in 
no system of philosophy since the world 
began, have men been commanded to love 
their enemies, and to pray for those who dis- 
pitefully use them. 

When we consider the situation of men 
in this world, and their relation to one 
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another, — that they are all heirs of corrap- 
tion, all alike subject to infirmitiesy tempta- 
tionsy and afflictions, we might reasonably 
imagine, that the frailties into which they 
are liable to fall, would render them tender 
hearted and merciful to each other ; but is 
this the case? Does experience show us, 
that the natural disposition of mankind is to 
exhibit pity and compassion for an offending 
brother ? Alas ! bitterness, and anger, and 
malice, are far too common in the world to 
allow of such a supposition. In discoursing 
upon this subject, I shall, in the first place, 
point out to you how frequently and earnestly 
our Saviour urges men, both by example 
and precept, to brotherly love, and forgive- 
ness of injuries ; secondly, the little regard 
paid to his admonitions by the world ; and 
lastly, the necessity of our acquiring this 
Christian temper, if we hope for salvation. 

What a striking example of love and 
patient forbearance has our Lord and Master 
afforded us. When he beheld the city in 
which he had suffered so much, and was 
doomed to suffer so much more, he wept 
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over it; wept over the miseries he foresaw 
were c(»ning upon it, from the wickedness 
of its inhabitants. When his disciples would 
have called fire from heaven, to consume 
those who would not receive him, he rebuked 
them, saying, ^ Ye know not what manner of 
spirit ye are of.*' When one of his followers 
smote on the ear the servant of the high priest, 
who was going to take him, Jesus said, '* Fat 
up thy sword, suffer ye thus far; and he 
touched his ear, and healed him." At the 
time of his crucifixion, think of the insults 
he received, the injuries he sustained, the 
dreadful torments he suffered, and yet, at 
the very moment of his almost insufferable 
agony, instead of praying for vengeance on 
the heads of his murderers, he prayed thus, 
^ Father forgive them, for they know not 
what they do." After such a beautiful, such 
a glorious example of love and charity, can 
a professed follower of the lowly Jesus dare 
to harbour malice and revenge in his heart ; 
can he dare thus to insult the memory of that 
Master, who, for his sake, laid down his 
life ? 
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It might possibly be said, that Jesus 
Christ was God as well as man ; not subject 
to the same temptations and trials as could 
happen to any of us. It would, therefore, 
be no difficult matter for him to exhibit a 
Christian temper under any provocations. 
But we are expressly told in the scriptures, 
that he took upon himself our infirmities, 
'* and was in all points tempted, like as we 
are^ No argument, therefore, of this kind 
can excuse us from following closely his 
example ; so sorely, indeed, was he tempted, 
that on one occasion he prayed, saying, 
"Father, if thou be willing, remove this 
cup from me j nevertheless, not my will, but 
thine be done.** 

Observe our Lord's command, "If thy 
brother trespass against thee, rebuke him ; 
and if he repent, forgive him ; and if he 
trespass against thee seven times in' a day, 
and seven times in a day turn again to thee^ 
saying, I repent, thou shalt forgive him." 
On another occasion, " Peter' came unto him 
and said, * Lord, ho^ oft shall my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him ? till seven 
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times?* Jesus saith unto him, * I say not 
unto thee^until seven times, but until seventy 
times seven/'' — Meaning clearly, that, if real 
penitence and contrition follow the offence, 
a Christian is always bound to forgive. 

Would to God that our blessed Saviour's 
command were more frequently obeyed — 
would to God that this heavenly disposition 
were prevalent in the world ; but how griev- 
ously has it been neglected — how seldom is 
the Christian temper exhibited. 

How envious are men of a neighl)our who 
has been a little more fortunate than them- 
selves; how jealous of any gift bestowed 
upon him, — so that it is often difficult to do 
good to one person without stirring up a 
multitude of evil passions in others. Does 
any one offend us — wrath and malice are 
immediately excited in our breasts. We 
cannot even patiently bear reproof for our 
misdeeds. With what bitterness do we 
often speak of a Christian brother or sister ? 
we are not only ready to expose their faults, 
but absolutely take a pleasure in circulating 
a tale of scandal respecting them^ and 



SERMON YIII. 108 

making it worse by exaggeratiooi Were 
such persons charged with being disciples of 
the Devil instead of Christ, they probably 
would be highly offended ; but what says 
the Apostle — ** In this the children of God 
are manifest, and the children of the Devil/' 
" Whosoever doth not righteousness, is not 
of God; neither he that loveth not his 
brother/* 

How strange is it, that weak, and frail, 
and sinful creatures, over whose heads a 
day seldom passes, without their feeling that 
they require forgiveness of God j whose only 
hope is in his mercy — whose daily prayer is, 
to be forgiven, as they forgive those that 
trespass against them, — I say, how strange 
is it that such frail beings should not pity, 
and show mercy to their fellow-creatures — 
that they should risk their own eternal 
happiness, by refusing to each other that 
forgiveness, without which they cannot hope 
to be forgiven. 

There surely is no greater object of pity 
than the man who falls into sin — who is ex- 
posed to the wrath of an offended God — 
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and who, without timely repentance, must 
in another life endure the most dreadful 
punishment At the same time, though we 
are bound to shew pity, and rather to cover 
the infirmities and transgressions of such a 
person ; yet are we equally bound, by our 
Christian duty, to endeavour, by rebuke, 
advice, and every means in our power, to 
lead him unto repentance and newness of life* 

I shall now proceed to shew the necessity 
of our acquiring a Christian temper, if we 
hope for salvation. The scriptural passages 
bearing upon this point are awful, indeed, 
when we consider how little disposed the 
generality of Christians are to forgiveness of 
injuries. Our Saviour says, ^'Ifye fo:igive 
men their trespasses, your heavenly father 
will also forgive you ; but if ye forgave not 
men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive you." Again, " Blessed are 
the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy ;'* 
but ** he shall have judgment without mercy, 
that hath shewed no mercy." 

Here it is most distinctly stated, and by 
our Lord himself, that a kind and forgiving 
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disposition is essential to our salvation ; and 
that no mercy will be shewn, at the day of 
judgment, to those who have been unmerci- 
ful to their fellow-K^reatures. My brethren^ 
let me ask you, whether you verily believe 
in the holy scriptures ? whether you believe 
that our Lord made this solemn declaration? 
and whether yon believe He will keep his 
word ? If you do, common sense nmst at 
once shew you the impossibility of your 
salvation, as long as you cherish wrath and 
malice in your breasts ; as long as you re- 
fuse to fororive those who have trespassed 
against you. O, think of this. Let not the 
fleeting vanities of this world — let not the 
example of malicious and wicked men blind 
your eyes, to your best, to your eternal 
interests. '^Put on, therefore, as the elect of 
God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercy, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
long-suffering ; forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another; if any man have a 
quarrel against any, even as Christ forgave 
you, so also do ye.'* I am well aware it is 
difficult, at all times, to preserve a truly 
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Christian temper; but the real Cbristiany 
notwithstanding his manifold infirmities^ is 
enabled, through Christ strengthening him, 
to effect much, to bear much. He uses his 
best, his earnest endeavours to follow his 
blessed Saviour*s example ; though he can- 
not attain perfection in any Christian grace^ 
yet he is constantly aiming at it* He 
suffers no uncharitable temper to rule in his 
heart — ^he checks the first risings of it — ^he 
is kind to all around him, even to those 
who are unkind to him — he is tender 
hearted, deeply feeling the wants and 
sufferings of his fellow-creatures, and doing 
all in his power to alleviate them. Having 
thus ** fought a good fight,'' having through 
the Spirit subdued his evil passions, he 
knows there is, through God's mercy in 
Christ, ** a crotvn of righteousness laid upfor 
him, which God, the righteous Judge, shall 
give him in that day." We must, neverthe- 
less, keep in mind, that neither charity nor 
any other virtue can redeem us from the 
punishment of sin, or entitle us to an 
heavenly inheritance. ^'Eternal life is the 
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gift of God, through Jesus Christ;" and we 
must take especial care, that we do not sub- 
stitute any other Saviour in his stead. — 
Charity, however, as I have before shewn, is 
essential to our salvation ; and, unless we 
attain it in this life, a fearful judgment 
awaits us in another. Let me, then, ask, if 
any of you are conscious that you have not 
forgiven a neighbour, who has offended you ; 
but still entertain angry and revengeful 
feelings towards him ? If, instead of cover- 
ing a brother's faults, you have taken a 
malicious pleasure in exposing them; if, 
instead of relieving the wants and pitying 
the sufferings of your fellow-creatures, you 
have merely considered your selfish gratifi- 
cations? If such should be the unhappy 
condition of any here present, how awful a 
one is it! Vain will be the lamentations, 
vain the cries for mercy, when your time of 
trial comes on, and which you well know is 
fast approaching ! 

Let me beseech you, then, to pray earnest- 
ly to the Lord Jesus, that he may take pity 
upon your wretched state, that he may 
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'* poar into your hearts that most excellent 
gift of charity, without which all our doings 
are nothing worth/* What can more clearly 
shew the paramount impcurtance of this gift, 
than the declaration of the Apostle, that 
without it, all other qualities are nothing 
worth ? Treasure, then, up in your hearts, 
these declarations of scripture— cultivate, by 
every means in your power, a Christian 
temper and dtspositicMi. Be not '' lifted up 
with pride." Fancy not that you are 
infallible; but listen with readiness to 
the opinions of others. Examine yourselves 
carefully, and you will soon discover your 
weak side. Pray for the Holy Spirit to 
help your infirmities ; but pray not to God 
to forgive your trespasses, as you forgive 
them that trespass against you, whilst envy, 
hatred, and malice are lurking in your 
bosoms. Little do men consider, that whilst 
under the influence of these bad passions, 
they cannot say their Lord's prayer without 
calling down vengeance on their own heads. 
They are, in fact, petitioning God not to 
forgive them their trespasses.. 
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I would, in couclusion, recommend to you 
one general rule, which is applicable to all 
cases, from the greatest to the most trifling 
offences, and which I wish to impress upon 
your memory, as the surest guard against 
immoderate anger, and unchristian resent- 
ment. " If you think yourself injured by 
any person, before you take any method to 
bring him to punishment ; and, if possible, 
before you express your resentment to him, 
or to any one else ; retire for a moment, and 
pray to God for the happiness of that person 
in this world and the next. If you cannot 
do this from your heart, your heart is not 
right before God, and the malice that dwells 
there may make you more guilty in his sight 
than the person who has injured you. If, 
on the contrary, you can sincerely pray for 
him, there is reason to hope that anger will 
never lead you into any action, unworthy of 
Him, who, while we were yet sinners, died 
for our salvation ; who prayed, even, for his 
murderers.** To Him, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, be glory, now and for ever. 
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PHILIPIANS IV. 11. 

t HAVE LEARNED fN WHATEVER STATE I AM, THEREWITH 

TO BE CONTENT. 



This was the declaration of a man, who, 
at the very time of his making it, was 
actually in prison, — a man who had suffered 
many and great hardships, *^ In joumeyings 
often ; in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, 
in perils by his own countrymen, in perils 
by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils 
in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in 
perils amongst false brethren, in weariness 
and painfulness, in watchings often, in 
hunger and thirst, in cold and nakedness." 
Instead of content, nothing could be more 
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likely to excite discontent in most men's 
minds, than the sufferings and privations 
endured by St. Paul : yet, he assures us, 
that he had learned to be content, in every 
state in which it had pleased the providence 
of God to place him. How shall we, then, 
account for his wonderful patience and 
resignation undersuch trying circumstances? 
Did he not possess the feelings and infirm- 
ities of his fellow creatures? Was he not 
subject to the same sinful passions as other 
men? We must suppose this; for in the 
fourteenth chapter of Acts, he declares, 
(when addressing himself to the people of 
Lystra) that *^ He was a man of like pas- 
sions with them." Moreover, the Apostle 
informs us, '' That he had learned, in what- 
ever state he was, to be content;" which 
shews, that a contented disposition was not 
natural to him. In what school, then, did 
he learn this invaluable lesson ? Clearly, in 
the school of Christianity ; for he says, ** I 
know how to be abased, and I know how 
to abound ; every where, and in all things, 
I am instructed, both to be full and to be 
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hungry, both to abound and suffer need;*' 
and then immediately adds, for *' I can do 
all things through C hrist who strengtheneth 
me." It is by no means easy to leara how 
to abound, and to be full, so as to avoid the 
temptations and dangers of prosperity; but 
it is a more difficult task to bear weariness, 
and painfulness, and hunger, and thirst, 
and cold, and nakedness, without murmur- 
ing. Christian principles, when implanted 
in the heart, must necessarily lead to con- 
tentment ; and the more decidedly we live 
under the influence of religion, the more 
nearly shall we approach to that happy 
frame of mind enjoyed by the Apostle. 

I shall now proceed to consider some of 
the usual causes of discontent, and endeavour 
to shew, how well the spirit of true Christi- 
anity is calculated to remove them. One 
cause of discontent, is poverty. — Many men 
are obliged to labour for their daily bread, 
and sometimes cannot procure it without 
much trouble and difficulty ; — they are, froni 
their birth, sufiering from poverty, and have 
little or no hopes of bettering their condition; 



SERMON IX. lis 

— ^they see others around them apparently 
enjoyingf a much greater degree of ease and 
comfort than themselves, and comparing 
their lot with that of these people; — they 
are apt to exclaim, — how hard is our fate ; 
why are others so much better off than we 
are? why should they have so much more 
enjoyment, and so much less suffering, than 
ourselves? If we were all equal in these 
respects, we should not have so much reason 
to complain. Such complaints as these, 
have, no doubt, frequently been made by 
many persons who have experienced the 
evils of poverty. But no such complaints 
are made by the true Christian; because, 
he well knows, that it is God who alone 
orders, whether a man shall be born in a 
cottage, or a palace. He remembers too, 
that, no sooner had man sinned and rebelled 
against his maker, than God issued that 
^wful decree, — ^** In the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread." And how remarkably 
has this decree been fulfilled! Where is 
the nation on the face of the earth, in which 
the immense majority have not been obliged 
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to toil for their daily bread? It appears, 
also, clearly to be the will of God, that 
inequality of condition should subsist. Men 
are by no means born equal. Some children 
are bom with much more strength of body 
than others, and some with much more 
strong^ of mind ; and it naturally follows, 
that such children will thrive in the world 
much better than those u ho are inferior to 
them in these respects. Thus, men are bom 
unequal ; and the necessary consequence is, 
that some must be richer than others. How 
evident then is it, that it is the ** Lord who 
maketh poor, and maketh rich ; he bringeth 
low, and lifteth up." To one, he allotteth 
wealth, — to another, poverty ; to one, health, 
— to another, sickness. 

We might reasonably wonder, that some 
persons should enjoy a much larger portion 
of the good things of this world than others; 
if our short stay on earth were only to be 
considered. Men are apt to look upon this 
life as a time of enjoyment, not as a time of 
trial : this is a sad and often fatal mistake. 
We are never taught in the Holy Scriptures, 
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to view this world as a state of happiness ; 
though many blessings are bestowed to sup« 
port us in our passage through it. This life 
is called a journey, a warfare, a pilgrimage ; 
we are told, that we have no abiding place, 
but that ** through much tribulation we must 
enter into the kingdom of God." Our busi- 
ness here is to prepare for heaven; and 
whatever be the state in which we are most 
likely to work out our salvation, and obtain 
the favor of God, this is the state, in which 
a wise and a good man would wish to be 
placed. When the poor and lowly man 
looks forward, with the eye of faith, to the 
world to come, he finds, he has no just cause 
for being discontented with the lot that 
Providence has assigned him. He considers, 
that *' a few more days and nights must put 
an end to all distinctions ; the rich and the 
poor must alike rest in the grave, — the rich 
and the poor must alike arise to judgement, 
— ^the rich and fhe poor must alike be sen- 
tenced to eternal happiness or misery." 

Another cause of discontent, is pride. — 
Pride is natural to man : he is far too apt to 
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have an exalted opinion of himself, and too 
lowly a one of his neighbour. Full of his 
own merits and pretensions, he is never 
satisfied with his lot in life. He thinks 
nothing too good for him. Confident that 
he knows every thing better than any one 
else, he treats the opinions of others with 
contempt. He is impatient of the least 
contradiction or reproof, and will rather lose 
the best friend or situation, than endure it ; 
however wrong he may have been. He 
supposes, he has a just claim to every com- 
fort and enjoyment ; and if they should be 
withheld from him, he considers himself as 
treated with injustice, and not according to 
his deserts. Such is the picture of the proud 
man, whose mind must ever be in a fretful 
and unhappy state. Christianity completely 
removes this cause of discontent. Humility 
is the first lesson taught in the Christian 
school. Most men are well aware that they 
have sinned against God; they know that 
they have not loved him with all their heart, 
nor their neighbour as themselves. But the 
true Christian yee2s, that he is a sinner; he 
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grieves at his heart, that he should have 
offended his heavenly Father; he is humbled 
and cast down, on account of his manifold 
sins; when visited with afflictions or distress, 
instead of murmuring against God and his 
neighbour, instead of entertaining a high 
opinion of himself and his own deserts, 
instead of thinking himself entitled to com- 
fort and enjoyment, he exclaims, — ^Lord have 
mercy upon me a miserable sinner ; thy will 
be done; ^ after all that is come upon me 
for my evil deeds/' " God hath not dealt 
with me according to my sins, nor re- 
warded me according to my iniquities." 

Christianity teachers us to love our neigh- 
bours as we love ourselves, to rejoice at their 
prosperity, as if it were our own. Can a 
true Christian, then, be envious and fretful 
because he sees his neighbour in better 
circumstances than hjmself? Surely not. 
Where Christian love really prevails, pride 
and envy must ever be banished. 

A third cause of discontent is covetousness. 
Men have naturally an eager desire after the 
good things of this world; nor is this desire 
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ever satisfied; no sooner is one wish gratified 
than another arises. The rich, as .well as 
the poor, are equally affected by their over 
anxiety to add to their possessions. Though 
King Ahab had a royal palace and vast trea- 
suresy yet was he dissatisfied, because he 
could not get Naboth*s vineyard. And we 
every day see men, surrounded by very many 
comforts and blessings, who, instead of being 
contented and grateful to a kind Providence 
for them, are absolutely miserable, because 
they cannot get all they want, because they 
cannot attain some favourite object, on 
which they have set their hearts. But the 
true Christian is never thus discontented. 
Why? Because he never sets his heart 
upon earthly treasures; because the only 
treasures he is really covetous of, are hea- 
venly ones ; he shows no immoderate anxiety 
after the things of this world ; his happiness 
does not depend upon them; his longing, 
is after an heavenly inheritance, — ^ After a 
house not made with hands," where " neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, nor thieves break 
through and steal." Impressed with such 



SERMON IX. 1]9 

moderation towards worldly things, there is 
no room left for discontent in his breast. 

Another consideration may tend to pro- 
mote contentment. The Christian's trial, 
or affliction, or privation, of whatever kind 
it may be, might have been greater, might 
have been worse. In most cases, if a person 
would but consider, how many poor creatures 
in the world are suffering very much more 
severely than himself, he must, comparatively 
speaking, consider himself a fortunate man. 
You are, perhaps, poor, but are not some of 
your neighbours poorer? You may have 
lost some of your property, but you might 
have lost all. You are sick, and in pain, 
and, perhaps, may have been so for some 
days, — for some weeks j but how many of 
your fellow creatures have been so afflicted, 
for months, — for years ? You, perhaps, may 
have had some kind friend, some faithful 
servant, to cheer, to comfort, to assist you 
under your afflictions; whilst, to some 
others, this blessing may have been denied. 
Again, you may have been deprived, by 
death, of the friend of your bosom, of the 
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darling of your heart, yet you are not de- 
prived of all your dear relations ; some may 
be left to sooth your sorrows, and share in 
your griefs. Be contented, then, and say, 
with holy Job, who was, in one day, deprived 
of all his immense wealth,— of all his ten 
children, — ^* The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away ; blessed be the name of 
the Lord.** But the example of our blessed 
Saviour furnishes us with one of the most 
powerful motives for contentment. No 
person could have had greater provocation 
to discontent than he had. He was so poor, 
that he was obliged to work a miracle, to 
pay the accustomed tribute. He describes 
his own situation in the following words, — 
*' Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 
have nests ; but the Son of Man hath not 
where to lay his head." He was ^* despised 
and rejected of men, a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grieV* He was falsely 
accused, unjustly condemned, and suffered a 
most cruel and ignominious death: yet he 
betrayed nothing of a discontented and 
repining spirit ; he bore all his sufferings 
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nvith meekness and patience. "When he 
was reviled, he reviled not again;" but 
manifested, at all times, an entire submission 
to the will of his heavenly Father. 

What a glorious pattern, then, has our 
Lord and Master exhibited to us. Can we 
really call ourselves his disciples, and hope 
to be saved through his intercession, if we 
do not use our utmost endeavours to imitate 
it? Shall we murmur at being poor, of 
despised, or unjustly treated ; when He, the 
beloved Son of God, suffered poverty, con- 
tempt, and injustice, for our sakes ? If we 
have any real love for our Master, any re- 
spect for his commands, any regard for our 
salvation, we ought to submit to all these 
trials with patience and resignation. It is, 
indeed, a hard task for flesh and blood to do 
it. The flesh is constantly rebelling against 
the spirit ; but let us remember, our salva- 
tion, our eternal happiness, are at stake. 
"We must, through the spirit, mortify the 
deeds of the body," or we have no scriptural 
hopes of heaven. 

G 
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When temptations, then, assail us, and 
our patience is sorely tried, let us reflect on 
the patience evinced by our Saviour under 
the most cruel and unjust persecutions, and 
let us also call to mind that though weak in 
ourselves, we can do all things through 
Christ strengthening us, and that our '< afflic- 
tion, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory." Should God be pleased 
to visit any one of us with distress or priva- 
tions, O may we be enabled to say, with the 
Prophet, and say from the heart, ^* Although 
the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive 
shall fail, and the field shall yield no meat, 
the flock shall be cut ofi^ from the fold, and 
there shall be no herd in the stalls : yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation," 
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MATTHEW VII. 7, 8. 

ASK, AND rr SHALL BE GIVEN YOU: SEEK, AND TE 8BALL 
FIND: KNOCK, AND IT SHALL BE OPENED UNTO YOU. 
FOR EVERY ONE THAT ASKETH, RECEIVSTH : AND HE 
THAT SEEKETH, FiNDETH : AND TO HIBff THAT KNOCK. 
ETH, IT SHALL BE OPENS*. 



When men have contemplated the glori- 
ous works of the creation, and felt assured, 
from such contemplation, that a Being 
infinitely superior to themselves in wisdom 
and power must exist; when, again, they 
have reflected on their own weakness and 
liability to misfortunes of every kind; it 
seems most natural and proper that they 
should try to ingratiate themselves with 
this Great Being, and endeavour, by prayer 
and supplication, to secure his favour and 
protection. But when we are told, in the 
scriptures, that God has commanded us to 
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pray to Him ; that He has even allowed us 
to address Him by the endearing appellation 
of Father; that He will graciously conde- 
scend to listen to our petitions^ and to grant 
such as are consistent with our good; it 
clearly is our interest, as well as our bounden 
duty, to offer up our prayers before the 
throne of grace. We ought, indeed, to 
consider prayer as the greatest of all privi- 
leges. We should esteem it a high privilege 
to be allowed admission into the presence of 
a mighty and powerful monarch, especially 
if we knew him to be not only able but wil- 
ling to render us some great and essential 
service. But if the time was much limited 
in which we were permitted to approach 
Him ; if we were told that his door, though 
now open to us, would speedily be closed, 
that oar petitions would at present, be at- 
tended to, and all our wishes gratified ; but 
that if we delayed our application, if we 
neglected this opportunity, no other would 
ever be allowed; what anxiety should we 
not display, what haste should we not make, 
to arrive in time to present our petition. 
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How infinitely more anxious ought 
Christians to be, to offer up their prayers to 
that Almighty Being who has the power of 
conferring upon them not only temporal, but 
eterna], happiness. They well know, that 
'' now is the appointed time, now is the day 
of salvation ;" and if they neglect to pray, 
the night of death may come upon them, 
after which all their tears and lamentations^ 
will avail them nothing, and they must 
inevitably awaken, to a miserable state of 
existence. 

In order to excite your minds to a due 
consideration of this important subject, I 
shall consider, first, the nature of prayer ; 
and secondly, the very great encouragement 
held out to us in the scriptures, to offer up 
our petitions before God. Prayer is the 
expression of want,, of dependence, and of 
expectation. No one thinks of asking a 
fellow-ereature for any thing he does not 
need, nor any thing he thinks he can easily 
provide for himself; neither does any one 
think of praying seriously to God for bles- 
sings about which he is perfectly indifferent, 
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pray for ; and when we consider^ how often 
we are exposed to temptation, how many 
things are tending to draw us aside from 
our duty to God, bow feeble are our best 
resolutions^ we must feel that we are in 
constant want of God's grace to enable us 
to do such things as are pleasing in his 
sight; for it is this help alone that can give 
us power and strength to conquer our evil 
inclinations. But let us never forget, that 
when we pray, God has commanded us to 
worship Him in spirit and in truth. He 
has told us, that in vain do we worship and 
draw nigh unto Him with our lips, when 
our hearts are far from Him. A man may 
throw himself upon the earth, and lie in the 
dust — ^he may put on sackcloth and ashes — 
he may be constantly kneeling, and yet 
never pray. He may repeat the Lord's 
Prayer twenty times in a day — he may con- 
tinually cry " Lord have mercy upon me, a 
miserable sinner," and still netrer really pray 
to God. All our prayers are but mockery 
and insulting to our Maker, except they 
really proceed from our hearts, except we 
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feel an earnest' desire that they should be 
granted. When we pray, we onght to have 
an awful sense of God* s divine majesty be- 
fore us J we ought tq pray with a deeply 
humble and contrite heart, — with an entire 
resignation to God's will, and faith in his 
promises, — witli an ardent longing for spiri- 
tual blessings, and with a firm reliance on 
the mediation of our Saviour. But is this 
the case with us? How often are our 
prayers a mere form ? We know we are in 
duty bound to pray — we are assured that 
without prayer we cannot go to heaven— we 
have been taught to pray in our youth, and, 
therefore, we repeat a few prayers at stated 
times, and try to persuade ourselves that we 
have been offering an acceptable sacrifice to 
God ; bat it is much to be feared, that He, 
to whom all hearts are open, and from 
whom no secrets are hid, will frequently 
discover our hypocrisy, and consider it only 
as an abomination. 

Various are the excuses which men have 
invented to absolve themselves from the 
duty of prajer. One says, I have not time 
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to pray ; another, when I have prayed, my 
prayers have done me no good. No man 
can speak the truth, and say, that he has not 
time to pray. Dare a man seriously affirm, 
before his . God, that he cannot spare ten 
minutes or a quarter of an hour, in the 
course of the day or night, to think of his 
eternal concerns, and humbly implore the 
protection of his Maker ? and I would ask 
the person who says his prayers have done 
him no good, whether he has prayed with 
that deep contrition, humility, and earnest-^ 
ness so insisted upon in the scriptures, to 
render our prayers acceptable ? .and whether 
a person who has long lived in perfect in^ 
difference to his religion, in total neglect of 
his God and Saviour, can justly expect his 
prayers to be immediately attended to ? — 
Even the best men have no reason to be 
surprised, that many of their prayers are not 
granted* Weak and short-sighted as every 
human being is, perfectly unable to calcu- 
late future consequences, he often knows 
not what to pray for. The very things he 
most anxiously wishes to obtain, might, if 
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granted, not only injure his temporal but 
his eternal interests. Let him, then, rest 
satisfied with this assurance, " that all 
things work together for good to those who 
love God." Every objection to prayer mast 
at once be done away by this consideration, 
that the great God who made heaven and 
earth, and before whose tribunal we must all 
of us shortly appear, has commanded us to 
worship Him. What abundant encourage- 
ment, too, have we for calling upon the name 
of the Lord ! He tells us " to trust in Him 
at all times, and to pour out our' hearts 
before Him." "Like as a father pitieth 
his own children, so the Lord pitieth tliem 
that fear Him.'* In another place our 
blessed Saviour observes, " What man is 
there of you, who if his son ask bread, will 
give him a stone ; or if he ask a fish, will 
give him a serpent ? If ye, then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren, how much more shall your Father, 
which is in heaven, give good things to 
them that ask Him ?" ** Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
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knocki and it shall be opened unto yon. 
For every one that asketh, receiveth ; and 
he that seeketh, findeth; and to him that 
knocketh, it shall be opened.*' 

If, therefore, you believe your Saviour's 
word, you must believe that if you ask, it 
shall be given unto you ; and if you imagine 
that it is God's purpose to save you without 
any pains or endeavours on your part, you 
will be miserably deceived ; and incur the 
most imminent risk of eternal condemnati(»i. 
The corn that is sown cannot ripen without 
the agency of sun and rain ; neither can the 
word of God become fruitful without the 
agency of His grace, and this grace must be 
obtained by prayer. My brethren, think, I 
beseech you, how neglect of prayer must 
excite the just indignation of God. Infinite 
blessings are promised, and yet man refuses 
to ask for them. Our Saviour declares, that 
" whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give you." Still many 
despise this most gracious promise; or at 
any rate, only "draw near to God with their 
lips, when their heart is far from Him." 
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If conscience accuse any of you of havings 
lived in this guilty manner, no longer let it 
be said of you, " Ye have not, because ye 
ask not/' You are still mercifully preserved 
in the land of prayer and of mercy. Still 
God says, " ask and ye shall receive ;" but 
who knows how soon the dread summons to 
appear before his judgment seat may come, 
when all further opportunity of prayer will 
be for ever cut off from you, O, then, be- 
seech God, for Christ's sake, to forgive you 
all your past sins and negligences, and to 
grant you the grace of his Holy Spirit, that 
you may '^ seek. Him whilst he may be 
found, and call upon Him whilst he is near ;" 
for the Lord is nigh unto all them that call 
upon Him ; to all that call upon Him in 
truth. 
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HEBREWS XU. 14* 

WITHOUT HOLINESS SHALL NO MAN SEE THE LORD. 

What an awful text is this, to those who 
are living without God in this world ; who 
are professing to know God with their lips, 
but denying him in their lives! We are 
told here by the apostle, that no man; be 
he high or low, rich or poor, learned or un- 
learned ; be his religious knowledge and 
zeal ever so great ; be his attendance at 
church or chapel ever so frequent ; no man^ 
shall without holiness see the Lord. Let 
us, then, not deceive ourselves ; let not a love 
of sin blind our eyes to this great truth; 
the Almighty has decreed that the unholy 
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man shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. In considering this very import- 
ant subject, I shall endeavour, in the first 
place, to shew in what holiness consists ; 
secondly, the delusion of ptien respecting 
it; and, lastly, to point out the means of 
holiness. 

First, Holiness is the renovation of our 
nature by the Spirit of God, whereby we 
are enabled to die unto sin and to live unto 
righteousness. The will which is by nature 
strongly inclined to sin, is so renewed by 
grace, that it chooses the good and rejects 
the evil. The affections of the soul, which 
were before chained down to earthly things, 
are now fixed upon spiritual and heavenly 
objects, which they formerly neglected and 
despised, The heart being thus renewed, 
there must, of course, be new dispositions 
and inclinations; and when these prevail, 
the Christian is ever influenced by the fear 
of God. Instead of living without Him, as 
he once did, he never forgets that his eye is 
upon him; and his earnest desire is, to do 
what is pleasing in his sight. But the love 
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of God is also constantly in his heart; he 
feels all the wondrous mercies of God to 
him, and especially his inestimahle love in 
the redemption of the world through J esus 
Christ. Thus is he constrained to love the 
Lord God with all his mind, with all his 
soul, and with all his strength ; to worship 
Him and give Him thanks. 

Again, the renewed Spirit enables the 
Christian to love his neighbour as himself — 
to do to others as he would wish to be done 
by. Our blessed Saviour makes love the 
chief test of a true Christian. ** By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another." This love re- 
quires us to be just and kind to all man- 
kind ; to pity and relieve, as far as we are 
able, those who are suffering under sickness 
or afflictions ; to bear no malice nor hatred 
in our hearts ; to forgive, and pray for those 
who trespass against us ; to keep onr hands 
from picking and stealing, our tongues from 
evil speaking, lying, and slandering; to 
keep our bodies in temperance, soberness, 
and chastity ; not to covet nor desire other 
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men's goods, but to learn and labour truly 
to do our duty in that state of life to which 
it has pleased God to call us. We are also 
required to moderate our desires after all 
earthly things, and set our affections alone 
upon heavenly treasures. Such is the dis- 
position, and such are the fruits, which a 
genuine love of Christ must produce in us ; 
and these alone can afford us well-founded 
hopes of happiness either in this, or in the 
world to come. 

I shall now consider some of the delusions 
by which men try to quiet their consciences, 
and make their minds easy respecting their 
future concerns. Some persons seem to 
suppose, that holiness consists in outward 
devotions, — in a frequents attendance on 
public worship, — in using long prayers, — in 
talking much about religion, — in punctually 
observing all its ordinances ; but we should 
recollect, that these are only means of holi- 
ness, and except they help to increase our 
faith and love to God, and to free us from 
the slavery of sin, they are of no value what- 
ever in the sight of God. " Hear the word 
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of the Lord** which came to the prophet 
Isaiahy — "And when ye spread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you ; yea, 
when ye make many prayers, I will not 
hear : your hands are full of blood. Wash 
ye/ make you clean, put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes, cease to 
do evil, learn to do well, seek judgment, 
relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, 
plead for the widow." Others, again, from 
a perversion of the geneml sense of scripture, 
or more probably from a love of sin, try to 
persuade themselves, that good works are of 
little consequence, and that they are at 
liberty to lead a careless or sinful life, pro* 
vi<led they have faith in the Lord Jesus. 
The passives in the Bible are so numerous 
and plain, in which a holy life is represented 
as essential to our salvation, that it seems 
most difficult to conceive that any, except a 
wilful mistake, could be made on the sub- 
ject. A single quotation, indeed, is suffi- 
cient to satisfy any reasonable person on this 
point. Our Saviour, when speaking of the 
day of judgment, says — " Marvel not at this, 
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for the hour is coming, in which all that are 
in their graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth ; they that have done good, to the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done 
evil to the resurrection of damnation.*' If 
there were no other text in the whole Bible 
referring to good works than this declara- 
tion of our Lord, we must, except we are 
blinded by sin, see at once the impossibility 
of our being saved without them. 

But there is another error, one into which 
persons are apt to fall, and quite as dan- 
gerous. Some imagine, that good works 
alone can save them, and that there is no 
necessity for faith. Perhaps, the text I 
have just quoted, as well as some others, 
might seem, at first dight, to justify such a 
belief. But a very little consideration will 
at once convince us, that it is a false and 
dangerous doctrine. How can we possibly 
reconcile such passages as the following, 
with the idea of good works being alone 
sufficient to save us ? '' This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
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sinners/* '' Eternal life is the gift of God, 
through Jesus Christ" " Neither is there 
salvation in any other, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men, 
wherehy we must be saved," " In this, was 
manifested the love of God towards us, 
because, that God sent his only begotten son 
into the world, to be a propitiation for our 
sins, that we might live through Him ;" and 
^ that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life/* It is, then, 
quite evident, that we are saved by grace 
through Jesus Christ; and it is equally 
evident, that a true faith in Him will enable 
us to do such works as are acceptable to 
God, and will ensure our salvation: for our 
blessed Saviour says, ** I am the vine, ye 
are the branches; he that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit, for without me ye can do 
nothing.** 

Another sad and a very common delusion 
is, that Christians try to quiet their con- 
sciences, and make themselves believe, that 
they are in a safe state, though leading a 
sinful life, because they see many others as 
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bad or worse than themselves. How very 
absurd is such a belief; would such persons, 
in the day of judgment, dare to make the 
following excuse for their unchristian con- 
duct? I must confess, that I have forsaken 
the Lord God's commandments, and have, 
instead of them, followed the doctrines of 
men; — but, thousands of others did the 
same, and, therefore, I hope to be forgiven. 
Would not the Lord make answer, and say, 
have I not commanded thee, " not to follow 
a multitude to do evil ?" Have I not warned 
you, " that broad is the way which leadeth 
vinto destruction, and many there be which 
follow it ?" But as you have, in spite of my 
admonition, chosen to take it,-t-woe be unto 
you, — the day of tribulation is at hand, — 
" the Lord will pour out his fury upon 
you, and accomplish his anger upon you.*' 
Again, some persons imagine they have 
time enough before them to gain such habits 
of holiness, as are required in the gospel ; 
they seem to think, that it is too soon to be 
holy, — that it is too soon to love God, to 
keep his commandments, and to strive to 
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please him ; that when they have had their 
share of worldly pleasures, as others have 
had before them, then they will begin to set 
about a holy life. Alas ! what lamentable 
folly. That man who cannot call an hour 
his own, — who may be hurried into eternity, 
as thousands have been, without a moment's 
warning; who knows, by constant expe- 
rience, that neither health, nor youth, nor 
strength, is any security against the grave; 
— ^that such a being should dare to risk his 
eternal happiness by delay, would be quite 
incredible, did not the world abound with 
such melancholy instances of human weak- 
ness. 

I have now, I believe, exposed the prin- 
cipal delusions of men respecting holiness. 
I trust, I have also demonstrated, in a clear 
and intelligible, though brief, manner, the 
absolute necessity of a holy life, if we hope 
for salvation. This is all / can do, — perhaps 
all any man can do for you in this respect. 
It is certainly of some use to convince a 
person thoroughly, that his best, his dearest 
interests require him to lead such a life; 
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but I well know, however convinced you 
may have been of the truth of what I have 
advanced, however impressed you may be, 
at the present moment, with the necessity 
of holiness, a few hours, perhaps only a few 
minutes, will elapse, before some worldly 
matters will expel these serious thoughts 
from your minds, and, in a very short time, 
you will become as indifferent and un- 
concerned as ever, respecting your eternal 
welfare. I would appeal to yourselves ; I 
would ask you, if this has not often been 
the case with you on similar occasions? 
and I feel confident, if you answer me with 
candour and sincerity, you will say, that it 
has. I will freely acknowledge, that it has 
often been the case with myself. Our com- 
mon experience, then, shews us the weak- 
ness of our nature, and that we are unable 
of ourselves, to do those things which our 
understanding and our conscience tell us 
we ought to do. Well may we exclaim 
with St. Paul, ^* O wretched man that I 
am, who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death?" i.e., from the influence of 
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those evil passions which are destroying me. 
Now it is quite evident^ that when St Paal 
made the above explanation, that he had, 
like usy felt the power and influence of sin, 
and was rendered qaite unhappy, till he 
was delivered from it by faith in Jesus 
Christ. In the same way mast we be 
delivered from our wretched state. We 
cannot become holy, but through fiaith; 
because faith alone can create in us those 
heavenly dispositions, which can fit -us for 
the presence of God. And, lest we should 
despair of being able to get rid of oqr evil 
habits, and attain true holiness of life, our 
blessed Saviour has cheered us by the fol- 
lowing promise, << Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give yoti rest.** When you feel the burthen 
of your sins, and the difficulties of leading 
a new life, he will effectually relieve you. 
Never forget what Christ himself has 
told you, that "without me ye can do 
nothing." Perfection, indeed, is not ex- 
pected from you. God has, in his mercy, 
been pleased to accept your imperfect 
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obedience through Christ; still, without 
your consciences assure you, that you jreally 
love God, and hate sin,-«-that your minds 
are more set upon heavenly than earthly 
things, — that you are using your utmost 
^ideavours to obey 6od*s commandments, it 
is clear you have not been bom again unto 
righteousness, and the scriptures afford you 
no hope of salvation. Think of this. O 
think of being for ever shut out from 
heaven, and hearing the dreadful sentence, 
^' Depart from me ye cursed into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.^' 
The principal means of g^ce are a diligent 
perusal of the holy scriptures, and frequent 
and earnest prayer, which God has graciously 
promised to bless. As you, then, value your 
immortal souls, as you hope for peace here, 
and happiness hereafter, neglect not to use 
these means. Suffer not a day to pass 
without reading a portion of your Bibles, and 
without offering your most earnest prayers 
to the throne of grace that you may be made 
wise unto salvation. Consider the repeated 
warnings God has been pleased to give you ; 

H 
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though yoQ may hitherto ho^e neglected 
th€m> yon must all, eren the very yoangest 
of yoUy very shortly be sammoned before 
6od*8 dreed triba&el^ to answer for this 
neglect, as well as your odier sins. Blessed 
are those iHio have taken these warnings to 
lieatty Mid have embmeed a life of ^faolinessy 
withbat which no man can seellie Lord/' 
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HEBREWS IX. 27. 



IT IS APPOINTED UNTO MEN ONCE TO DIE, BUT AFTER THIS 

THE JUDGAIENT. 



If ever a subject demanded your most 
earnest attention, ever reqaired your most 
serious consideration, it surely is the subject 
of my present text. It informs us, that it is 
the decree of heaven — ^that it is the will of 
the Almighty, and against which not all tlie 
powers of heaven and earth can prevail,— 
that man shall die, and be brought to judg- 
ment. 

How awfully is the-first part of this sen^ 
tence verified ! Not a single day nor night, 

h2 
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no not a single hoar passing, without num- 
bers of our fellow-creatares being called into 
eternity. However different may be the con- 
dition of men in other respects, there is one 
event which is common to all, and that is 
death ; and yet it is most astonishing to see 
how little they reflect upon the sabject. It 
is related of Philip the Greats King of 
Macedon, that he ordered one of his servants 
to come to his chamber, every morning, 
and cry aloud, ** Philip, remember thou art 
mortal.'* He felt assured that frequent re- 
flections on the uncertainty of life tended 
very much to his good ; and, therefore, least 
he should foi^t himself for even one day, 
he thus desired to be reminded of his 
mortality. If a heathen king, perfectly 
ignorant of all the promises and threats of 
scripture, without having any distinct 
conception of a future state, could, feel so 
sensibly the importance of ever keeping in 
mind the uncertainty of this life; what 
ought to be the anxiety of Christians on this 
subject, when they not only know that 
death must come, but that afl;er death 
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Cometh the judgment : still, however fool- 
ish, however unaccountable, it may appear, 
there are very many, who, so far from 
engSLging any one to remind th^oi of their 
mortality, seem to do every thing in their 
power to banish the subject from their 
thoughts. To such people we may, indeed, 
say, in the words of scripture, — ** O that you 
were wise, that you understood this, that 
you would consider your latter end.'* And, 
indeed, if men were wise, they would never 
suffer a day to pass without seriously reflect- 
ing upon their short and uncertain stay in 
this world. But to impress the necessity of 
snch reflections more strongly on your 
minds, I shall proceed more particularly to 
take into consideration the nature of death, 
and its consequences. Death is an universal 
evil, other evils are partial and may possibly 
be avoided, but all men die. '^For what 
man is he that liveth and shall not see 
death." Death has reigned in all ages — 
death reigns in all countries. As the tide 
ebbs and flows, *^ so one generation pas^eth 
away and another cometh.*' This is the 
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way of all flesh. ^'The grave is the house 
appointed for all living/' We know not» 
indeed, when or how we may die, but we 
are sure we must die* Though a man use 
his best exertions to retain his spirit, though 
his friends and relatives offer up their most 
anxious and sincere prayers for his reoovery, 
though they utter the most dreadful lamen- 
tations, though the united abilities of all the 
best physicians be exerted to save him ; yet, 
when his soul is required of him, go he must, 
however unwilling, however unfit, to be 
summoned into the awful presence of his 
Maker. Let us, again, consider, that to die 
is to leave all that is dear to us on earth. 
Those pleasures, for which we too often for- 
sake our God, and neglect our duty, must 
all end at once. Those riches which many 
have hardly earned, and anxiously hoarded 
up, must all be left behind. 

Our dearest and most beloved fri^ids 
shall be heard no more, seen no more, on 
earth. The tongue which charmed all hear- 
ers becomes silent for ever — ^the frtce which 
enchanted all beholders now strikes us with 
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horror---*the ^tipog^l; wd most vigorous, 
limbs become stiff and mptionl^ss-^ tbe 
breast that sw^Ua4 bigh with pride and am- 
bition li^s humbly in the dust. Such is 
the fate that awaits every child of Adam ; 
such is the faite that f W^i^ every person in 
this room* My bretbreQ, have you seriously 
reflected upon this ? Have you consid^ed^ 
too, by what a very slender thr$a4 you are 
suspended over the brink of eternity, and 
how liable this thread is to be brokep by 
diseases, accidents, &q.? Shpuld we ev^n. 
live to three-score yearp and teUi still hqw 
quickly^ bow imperceptibly, dpes tim^ steal 
upon us. People ar^ oft^n astopished to 
find how very soon aupthier Sunday arrives ; 
and yet there are only fifty-two Sundays in 
a y^ar, and seventy of tb^e shprt years con-^ 
stitute a lopg lif^. 3bort, indeed^ then is 
our existence on ^9rihp if w^ should evei^ liro 
to the age of mau ; but ^w few, how very 
few, ^tt^ipi this ^g?f A large m^jopty of 
mankind do ^9% att?iin t|»irty ye^^^t— ' 
Well might tb« Psalmist excls^imt-^" As 
for man^ his d^ys ve ius gr^ss : ^s a flpwer 
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of the field, so he flonriBheth : for the wiod 
{MUMeth over it, and it is gone, and the placne 
thereof diall know it no more." 

Can these things be really tme, and still 
diat so few should prepare themselves for 
the awfal change which all nrast undergo ? 
We are eager enough after wealth and 
pleasure ; we say to our soul, ^ Thou hart 
much goods laid up for many years, take 
thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry/' Bat 
who remembers the dreadful answer of God? 
'' Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee." Though the coffin, the 
shroud, the cold grave, are things terrible to 
human nature ; yet, how much more awful 
and terrible do they become, when we con- 
sider, that ''after death cometh the judg- 
ment;** when we reflect, that death is the 
wages of sin, and carries with it the most 
awful proofs of 6od*s anger. St Pbul ob- 
serves, ^ the sting of death is sin.** It is the 
consciousness of g^t, and the just dread of 
future punishment, which renders death so 
dreadful to thoughtless mortals, who neglect 
the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
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scriptares inform as, that the Lord hath 
^appointed a day in which he will judge the 
world in righteoosness, when every secret 
thing will be brought to light, and when all 
men shall give account of what they have 
done in the body, whether it be good or bad/* 
On this great day the law will be opened. — 
The commandments of God are the rule of 
men's actions ; and if any seek righteousness 
by their own doings, let them appeal to the 
g^reat searcher of all hearts, and say, that 
diey never broke this law in thought, word, 
or deed, but loved and served God perfectly 
and without sin all their lives ; then may 
they claim life by the law. But no man 
living will be justified in the sight of God. 
** If we say that we have no sin we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in ns/* All 
men, then, are sinners by nature, and we 
are assured, that no man can possibly be 
saved, except through repentance and faith 
in the Lord Jesus. Such being the |dain 
and positive declanftiens of scripture, of 
what tremendous importance is it to short- 
lived mortals, who must die socm, who may b^ 
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and often are^ cut off, in the bloom of their 
youthyinthe midst of their sins; I say, of 
what tremendous importance is it, that they 
should seek their Saviour, ere it be too late ; 
that they should be renewed in the spirit of 
their minds unto repentance, and ** put on 
the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness." If they 
fail to do this, and there is any truth in the 
scriptures^ no sooner does death seize upon 
them, than punishments of the most dread- 
ful description inevitably await them in the 
next world. 

You have possibly heard these things 
repeated a thousand times ; but what then ? 
Are they on that account less fearful ? Doesi 
man's indifference to death and judg- 
ment make them less awful, less certain? 
It is said, that when sportsmen are pursuing 
ptarmigan, these foolish birds will some** 
times thrust their heads into a hole, in hopes 
that as they see nobody, nobody sees them, 
and they may thus escape from danger. We 
laugh at the folly of these birds, but what 
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shall we think of men, beings gifted too 
with reason, . following precisely the same 

line of conduct. They seem to imagine, 
that, by diverting their minds from all 
serions subjects, by shutting their eyes to 
death and eternity, they have nothing to 
fear, and that the last enemy will never find 
them out. Can there really be greater folly 
than this ? If any one of us had met with 
a serious accident, and a physician declared 
we could not live above another week, 
what a sudden revolution would take place 
in our feelings and sentiments. All the 
worldly objects and cares which had, per- 
haps a moment before, engrossed all our 
faculties and attention, would now fade 
away from our view — ^would now appear 
utterly valueless and worthless, whilst death 
and jndgmeot wonld rush .a .or mind, in 
die LJ imp«.ive .nd awfbl manner. 
Every day in this last week would be em- 
ployed in a way in which we should heartily 
wish we had often before been employed, in 
seeking Christ and his salvation, and in en- 
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deavouring to make our peace with Gocl. 
How bitterly sboaid we, then, lament oar 
infatuation, in having devoted so much of 
our time and thoughts to the fleeting vani- 
ties of this world, and so little to our eternal 
welfiure; in having laid up for ourselves 
treasures on earth instead of in heaven ; 
how earnestly should we wish, that our eyes 
had been opened to our best interests, before 
the hand of death was pressing so heavily 
upon us. What anxiety should we not feel 
to be allowed a little longer respite, to prove 
the sincerity of our repentance by a newness 
of life. Now if such reflections would so 
harass our minds under the idea of our 
having but a week to live, and we are quite 
sure that they would do so, excepting we 
had led a religious life ; does not common 
sense most plainly teach us the propriety 
and necessity of attending more diligently 
to our eternal interests, of making them 
our first, our great, concern ? for who 
amongst us will venture to say that he shall 
certainly live another week? We may be 
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sammoned to quit this life without an hour, 
nay, even without a minute's, warning* 
How is it, then, that very many should lead 
such lives, as are equally condemned by 
common sense as well as by the scriptures ? 
The Apostle must answer the question. — 
^ We find," says he, '' a law in our members 
warring against the law in our minds, and 
bringing us into captivity to sin.'* He then 
proceeds to shew, that we cannot possi- 
bly be relieved from this captivity, except by 
the Lord Jesus: and our Saviour himself 
says, ** without me ye can do nothing/' 
How strongly does all experience justify 
this remark. No learning, no eloquence, no 
reasoning, can make men wise unto salva- 
tion. These may convince men of their 
folly in leading a careless life. There is, 
indeed, no great difficulty in doing this ; but 
their united powers can never enable a 
person to live a holy and religious one. O, 
then, let me once more beseech you, as you 
value your eternal salvation, to flee unto 
your blessed Saviour, whilst yet he may be 
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found. He has promised to cast out none 
who come unto him in sincerity. His blood 
will cleanse you from all sin ; He will not 
only open your eyes to your best interests, 
but ^ve yon strength to pursue them. He 
will enable you, through the Holy Spirit, to 
lead such a life here as becomes a faithful 
servant of the Lord Jesus. Death will 
then have no terrors for you j you will only 
view it as the gate to heaven, the appointed 
path to eternal joy. Let me once more re- 
mind you of the uncertainty of life. Let me 
recommend you frequently to retire from the 
bustle of this world ; to shut your eyes awhile 
to its follies and vanities ; to commune with 
your own hearts; to fancy to yourselves 
the sensations that would be excited 
in your minds, should the angel of death 
declare that you had but another we^ 

to live. 

O may we all learn '^ so to number our 
days that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom,*' that at whatever hour our master 
may call^ he may find us ready; and in 



SERMON XII. J 59 

youth, in manhood, or in age, may each of 
us be prepared to say — ** Lord, now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace, according 
to thy word, for mine eyes hare seen thy 
salvation." 
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